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Whitmer lifts stay-at-
home order, keeps

some places closed

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer lifted Michigan’s nearly 10-week coron-
avirus stay-at-home order Monday, letting restau-
rants reopen to dine-in customers next week and
immediately easing limits on outdoor gatherings
while keeping social-distancing rules intact.

The governor moved regions comprising 93%
of the state’s population to phase 4 — “improv-
ing” — two weeks after she announced that north-
ern Michigan could advance to that stage. Busi-
nesses where close contact is necessary, such as
gyms, hair salons, theaters and amusement parks,

will remain closed.

Retailers can reopen to customers without an
appointment on Thursday and restaurants can
offer dine-in service on June 8, with capacity lim-
its. Children’s day camps and pools can open June
8. Groups of up to 100 can gather outside if they
stay 6 feet apart, up from a threshold of 10 people.
In-home services such as housecleaning can

resume.

Whitmer said her goal is to shift the state to
phase 5 — “containing” — before July 4.

“While Michiganders are no longer required to
stay home, we must all continue to be smart and
practice social distancing, and encourage those
who meet the criteria to get tested for COVID-
19,” she said in a statement before a scheduled

news conference.

Nearly 5,500 people have died from coron-
avirus complications in Michigan, fifth-most in

the country.

Appeals court judge
Swartzle will run for

Supreme Court

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Brock Swartzle, a
judge on the state appeals court, said he’s running

for the Michigan Supreme Court.

Supreme Court candidates are nominated by
political parties, although they don’t have a party
designation on the ballot. Swartzle will seek the

Republican nod.

Two seats will be on the Nov. 3 ballot.
The Democratic Party has endorsed Chief Jus-
tice Bridget McCormack and Elizabeth Welch, a

Grand Rapids-area lawyer.

Justices nominated by the Republican Party
have a 4-3 majority on the court. Justice Stephen

Markman, a Republican, is retiring.

Swartzle was appointed to the appeals court by
Gov. Rick Snyder in 2017 and won election in
2018. He served as a lawyer and chief of staff in
the Michigan House and also worked in private

law practice.

Whitmer extends tax
foreclosure redemption
deadline to June 29

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer last
Thursday signed Executive Order 2020-106,
which extends the deadline for Michigan residents
to pay back taxes and avoid foreclosure on their
property during the ongoing coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic to June 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-106, which takes effect
immediately, extends the tax foreclosure deadline
to June 29, 2020. The deadline was previously
extended from March 31 to May 29, 2020.
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Virtual reality

Judge in investiture spotlight via Zoom during COVID crisis

By Tom KIRVAN
Legal News

In the age of Zoom, a judicial investiture is a many splendored — and
at times splintered — thing.

Such was evident May 21when Judge Jessica J. Hammon was wel-
comed as the newest member of the 67th District Court bench in Gene-
see County. The ceremony was reportedly the first judicial investiture in
the state to be held in the virtual realm, according to Judge Hammon.

“As I was sworn in during the COVID crisis, I was unable to have a
typical live investiture,” Hammon said. “Therefore we decided to do a
virtual video investiture. We had a lot of participation from local judges
and elected officials, and received massive positive feedback. I believe
this was the first investiture of its kind, at least it is the only one I've
seen.”

A number of local VIPs — including Genesee County Prosecutor
David Layton, Genesee County Sheriff Christopher Swanson, and Chief
Judge Duncan Beagle of the 7th Circuit Court — sung Hammon’s praises
during the 20-minute ceremony. Chief Judge Christopher Odette of the
67th District Court also chimed in, saluting Hammon for her “integrity,
ability, experience, and compassion,” noting that she has “boundless
energy,” particularly when it comes to pro bono causes.

In early April, Hammon was appointed to the judgeship by Governor
Gretchen Whitmer to replace Judge Mark Latchana, who earlier accept-
ed an appointment to the 7th Circuit Court in Genesee County.

Hammon’s partial term ends January 1, 2021. She plans to run in this
November’s election for the remainder of Latchana’s term, which expires
January 1, 2023.

Before her appointment to the bench, Hammon was a private practice
attorney in Flint where she specialized in family, child welfare, and juve-
nile criminal law. She also served as a managing partner with Attorneys
for Indigent Defense, PLLC, a firm that provides defense for indigent
mothers involved in the child welfare system. She is the immediate past
president of the Genesee County Bar Association and a member of its
Board of Directors. During law school, Hammon served internships with
the Genesee County Prosecutor’s Office as well as with Michigan
Supreme Court Justice Marilyn Kelly.

Upon her appointment to the bench, Hammon expressed her gratitude
to Governor Whitmer.

Judge Jessica Hammon joined the Genesee County judiciary in
early April following a 12-year career in private practice.

“I am grateful to the Governor for this opportunity,” Hammon said. “I
have strived throughout my career to represent my clients and my com-
munity with the utmost respect for people and the law. This is a difficult
time in our society. I am proud to be called to serve in this capacity.”

A graduate of the University of Michigan-Flint, Hammon earned her
juris doctor degree from Ave Maria School of Law in Florida. A resident
of Burton with her husband Elliot, Hammon also volunteers her time as
a mediator for the Community Resource Center and as a trauma-
informed yoga instructor with the nonprofit organization, Youth Arts:
Unlocked.

The daughter of Linda and Ted Hammon, the Genesee County jurist
paid her dues by building a law practice from the “ground up” over the
past 12 years. That sense of commitment caught the eye of Circuit Judge
Michael Theile, who added plenty of spice to the investiture during his
video clip.

“Don’t forget your humility,” Judge Theile told Hammon in his word
to the wise. “And always duck.”

THE CONVERSATION

BY SHERVIN ASSARI
University of Michigan

Racism Causes Life-Threatening Conditions for Black Men Every Day

(THE CONVERSA-

death of George Floyd by racial discrimination.
a white police officer in

My research and that of many others ethnic minority people, particularly black men.
TION) — High-profile strongly links these deaths and poor physical My studies have shown that discrimination and
police shootings and deaths and mental health outcomes in general to  racism are root causes of depression, anxiety,
of black men in custody — racism. For black men in the U.S., racism is a  substance use and suicide, as well as poor
or even while out jogging —  daily experience that harms their health and  physical health.

bring cries of racism across  leads to chronic disease and poor health. About
the country. The May 25  66% of blacks report high levels of day-to-day

Education does not save black men
In a recent study, I found that sense of mas-

One example is being turned down for a job  tery, which refers to people’s ability to take
Minneapolis and the shoot-  (as opposed to being treated differently on the control of their life, could reduce psychologi-

ing death of Ahmaud job. On average, each black youth faces one cal distress for black women. For black men,
Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia, on Feb. 23, major discriminatory experience each year. however, high levels of mastery were not
2020 by a white father and son have resulted in ~ Discrimination is a major risk factor for health  enough to reduce psychological distress.

outrage and protests in cities across the U.S.
But, as a public health researcher who stud-  reviews.
ies the effects of racism on the health of black

problems across the board, as shown by

In another study, I compared black men and
black women for the effect of their educational

There are also blocked opportunities for attainment on their depressive symptoms and

men, [ have found that the life-and-death  black men and other types of discrimination  psychological distress. I analyzed data of 3,570
effects of racism in the U.S. go far beyond that are less frequent but very consequential, black adults (2,299 females and 1,271 males)
police shootings. I also have found that, while  also called major discriminatory events. Com- and found that education protects black men
racism harms many groups of people, black  bined, these discriminatory experiences make less than it protects black women from depres-

men are paying the highest cost.

living harder and shorter for black men than sive symptoms and psychological distress.

As a result of racism, and associated pover-  for other race by gender groups. While dis-  That means black men are at risk of depressive
ty and injustice, life expectancy at birth of crimination is known to be a risk factor for symptoms and psychological distress at all lev-
blackmen is 71.9 years, far bellow white premature death, heart disease, depression, and  els of educational attainment. That is, their
women (81.2), black women (78.5), and white  suicide, we know black men experience dis- success is not enough to reduce their depres-
men (76.4). These are mainly because of black  crimination more than other groups, including sion and distress.

men’s higher risk of dying from several typesof ~ black women.
cancer, stroke, HIV, and homicide.” Despite

As all these studies have used nationally

As an associate professor of family medi- representative data. Thus, the results are gener-

overall declining numbers of homicide in the cine at Charles R. Drew University of Medi- alizable to the U.S. people. They all show a
U.S., homicide remains the number one cause  cine and Science, a historically black medical

of death for black males 10 to 24.

school, I study how racism affects racial and

See ASSARI, Page 5

My Turn

Tom KIRVAN
Legal News, Editor-in-Chief

A chance meeting
with two champs
from yesteryear

“Service to others is the rent you pay for
your room here on earth.”
~Muhammad Ali

More than three
decades ago, during the
formative years of my
newspaper career in the
Ann Arbor area, I met
Faz Husain, a pizza
entrepreneur who in
many respects was every
bit the equal of a more
famous pizza magnate
with similar Ypsilanti
business roots.

Faz, unlike his pizza counterpart at
Domino’s, would never build a franchise
empire, nor would he own a professional
baseball team.

His sights, it seemed, were trained on
even loftier goals — enriching the lives of
others.

A native of India, Faz immigrated to the
United States at the age of 14 when his
father was recruited for a job at Eastern
Michigan University. In short order, Faz
immersed himself in the American way of
life, developing a fascination with the pizza
business and those who lived in the lime-
light.

When our paths first crossed, he was in
the process of building a name for himself
in the pizza biz, operating a store in Ypsi-
lanti and later another in Ann Arbor. As a
regular advertiser, he was a weekly visitor to
the newspaper office, often bringing along
samples of his latest prized creation while
also treating us to a look at his ever-growing
celebrity photo collection.

Over the years, Faz posed alongside the
likes of Mother Teresa, Jack Kevorkian, and
Hulk Hogan. It’s unlikely that the three nota-
bles have ever been mentioned in the same
sentence before.

He shared smiles with First Lady Barbara
Bush, sportscaster Howard Cosell, filmmak-
er Spike Lee, auto pioneer Lee lacocca, and
civil rights legend Rosa Parks.

Then, there were photos of him with such
sports greats as Muhammad Ali, Magic
Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Pete Rose,
Mickey Mantle, Arnold Palmer, Jack Nick-
laus, and a broad-smiling O.J. Simpson.

He even waded into political, diplomatic
and military waters, striking a pose with
Henry Kissinger, Jimmy Carter, Gerald
Ford, Ted Kennedy, Bill Clinton, William
Westmoreland, and Oliver North.

Faz was so good at cozying up to famous
people that he planned to write a book about
it before lung disease cut short his life in
2006 at age 54.

Perhaps I would have been a footnote in a
chapter about a “close encounter of a very
special kind” with Muhammad Ali, unques-
tionably the most celebrated boxer of all
time.

Faz, reportedly the first Muslim in
Michigan elected to public office when he

See KIRVAN, Page 5

Black businesses hit hard by COVID-19 fight to stay afloat

BY KAT STAFFORD
Associated Press

businesses when the coronavirus pandemic hit.

She’s worried other black-owned businesses will struggle to

first place.

nesses could also be wiped out for the most part within a black
city. What would it look like without black-owned businesses?”
COVID-19 has disproportionately impacted black Ameri-
Detroit (AP) — Stephanie Byrd agonized over temporarily  cans, infecting and killing them at higher rates across the nation.
laying off nearly the entire staff at her family’s trio of Detroit But experts say the pandemic has also exacerbated existing eco-
nomic disparities and raised fresh concerns about the survival of
But she’s not just concerned about the impact on their bottom  black businesses, many of which have been the backbone of
line. cities like Detroit and Atlanta for years.
They also worry the pandemic could widen the existing black
withstand another wave of economic uncertainty, following wealth gap. According to the Federal Reserve’s 2016 Survey of
decades of inequity that made it hard for many to flourish in the Consumer Finance, the median white family net worth of
$171,000 is about 10 times greater than that of a black family’s,

“Most of the people I know who have businesses and are  which is $17,150. lived.

black are terrified right now,” said Byrd, whose family owns

Black businesses historically have struggled to gain access to
Flood’s Bar & Grille, The Block restaurant and the city’s Garden financing due to discriminatory lending practices and a lack of
Theater. “There could be a new wave of black businesses that relationships with big banks. But civil rights leaders and histori-

are able to reinvent themselves post-pandemic, but black busi- ans say their struggles are also rooted in the simmering effects

of racism and Jim Crow-era laws that enforced racial segrega-
tion and denied black people equal opportunities.

“Structural racism has created an environment where black
businesses are starved for capital,” said Marc Morial, president
and CEO of the National Urban League, a civil rights and urban
advocacy organization.

Juliet Walker, founder of University of Texas at Austin’s Cen-
ter of Black Business, History, Entrepreneurship and Technolo-
gy, said black enterprises existed even prior to the Civil War.
They especially thrived during a “golden age” from 1900 to
1930 in areas such as Tulsa, Oklahoma’s Greenwood District,
known as Black Wall Street. But those moments were short-

Tulsa’s once-thriving African American business community
was destroyed in 1921 when a racist white mob killed hundreds
of black residents. Black residents attempted to rebuild in the

See BUSINESSES, Page 5
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Money Matters

Liz WESTON, NERDWALLET

Take control now with
advance medical directives

If you get COVID-19 and
struggle to breathe, would you
want to be put on a ventilator?
Whatever your answer, ask your-
self another question: Who
would make your wishes clear if
you couldn’t speak for yourself?

Advance directives — an
umbrella term that includes liv-
ing wills and health care proxies
or powers of attorney — are
legal documents that all of us
need but that many of us don’t
have. A living will allows you to
tell your loved ones and medical
providers what kinds of medical
care you want at the end of your
life. Health care proxies or pow-
ers of attorney allow you to des-
ignate someone to make medical
decisions for you if you can’t
communicate.

You need both, since not all
medical situations will trigger a
living will, says Carolyn
McClanahan, a physician and
certified financial planner in
Jacksonville, Florida.

“A living will only really
kicks in if you have an end stage
process, a persistent vegetative
state or a terminal illness,”
McClanahan says. “Oftentimes
people run into a situation where
they have a health event, but it’s
not something that’s going to kill
them.”

When her father suffered a
massive stroke at age 78,
Desiree Fisher of New York used
the health care power of attorney
he’d created two years earlier to
push for interventions and thera-
py to help him recover. Seven
years later, he’s doing well, she
says.

“If T didn’t have those docu-
ments, it would have been harder
for me to advocate for him,”
says Fisher, a former real estate
finance underwriter studying to
be a certified financial planner.

MAKE IT EASIER ON
YOURSELF

Attorneys typically draw up
advance directives when they’re
creating someone’s estate plan,
but you don’t need to go to an
attorney to get this done,
McClanahan says.

Many sites, including AARP
and Everplans, offer links to free
forms for each state. Five Wish-
es offers an interactive version
for $5. McClanahan likes the
free advance directive forms at
Prepare for Your Care, a site
founded by Rebecca Sudore, a
geriatrician and professor at
University of California, San
Francisco. The Prepare for Your
Care site focuses on the quality
of life you want — what you
value about your life and what
would make you want to go on
living, or not.

“The problem that too many
advanced directives get into is
they’re asking people about
medical procedures that they
don’t quite wunderstand,”
McClanahan says.

People also worry that their
choices are set in stone, which
isn’t true, says CFP Linda
Rogers of San Diego.

“If you want to change some-
thing tomorrow, you can change
it. But put something down on
paper, otherwise the courts or
the hospital could decide for
you,” Rogers says.

PICK YOUR ADVOCATE
AND A BACKUP

When choosing the person
who will make decisions for
you, consider who would be
most capable of advocating for
what you want, rather than what
they, other family members or a
medical provider might want.

“Sometimes the spouse, or an
adult child, is not the right per-
son. Because they love you so
much, they may not follow your
wishes,” McClanahan says.

Choose at least one backup
person in case your first choice
can’t serve and make sure these
advocates understand your wish-
es, says Susan M. Mitcheltree, a
CFP in Timonium, Maryland.
Give copies of the documents to
them and talk about what you
want.

“You will never cover every
situation,” she says. “However,
the more information you can
give your health care agent, the
better they will be able to best
honor your wishes.”

SHARE YOUR PLANS

Follow your state’s rules,
included with the forms, about
how to make these documents
valid, such as having witnesses
sign or getting the paperwork
notarized. Once you’ve done that,
store the originals in a secure
place at home, along with your
will, and tell your family where to
find them. Your doctor and attor-
ney should have copies as well.
Ask your doctor to include the
forms in your electronic health
record, so other medical providers
can access it in an emergency.
Also carry a card in your wallet
that has your health care agent’s
name and contact information,
along with where you keep the
originals and copies.

If your choices could cause
discord in your family, consider
including a note explaining your
thinking, Micheltree says.

“Even if they disagree with
your decisions, it is more com-
forting to hear it directly from
you as opposed to the person
you have appointed on your
behalf,” she says.
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Parents hoping to get back to work face a child care crisis

Association estimates that half the country s child care providers are closed

BY ALEXANDRA OLSON AND
SALLY Ho
Associated Press Writers

NEW YORK (AP) — A single
father in New Jersey is taking
unpaid leave from his job as a
baker because he has no one to
look after his son. A university
employee in New York realizes
she may never return to the office
after her autistic daughter’s child
care center closed for good. A
new mother in Utah uses vacation
time to take two hours off from
work each day.

The coronavirus pandemic has
created a staggering child care cri-
sis that threatens to undermine the
reopening of the U.S. economy.
More than one-third of families
report that someone has stayed
home from work to mind their
children because of the outbreak,
according to a nationwide survey
by the Urban Institute, an eco-
nomic policy research group.

Public schools in most states
are closed for the remainder of the
academic year. Many camps will
not open this summer. Thousands
of day cares are also closed, many
of them following the lead of
school districts, while some
remain open only for children of
essential workers. And the infor-
mal network of relatives and
friends that many parents rely on
has disintegrated in a world of
social distancing.

Dan Cappilla saw other no
choice but to take unpaid leave
from his job as an overnight baker
at a ShopRite in Manahawkin,
New Jersey.

Before the pandemic his par-
ents took turns spending the night
looking after his 7-year-old son,
Gavin. But he fears exposing
them to the virus, especially since
they live with his 90-year-old
grandmother.

His manager offered him day-
time hours, but with schools
closed that didn’t help. Cappilla
needs to be home during the day
to guide his son through remote
lessons. Unable to pay next
month’s rent, Cappilla is holding
out for summer, when schooling
won’t be an issue and he hopes
the virus will have ebbed enough
for his parents to come back.

“My hands are tied,” Cappilla
said. “I have no solid plan.”

The uncertainty will endure for
months. School officials from
New York to Chicago have said
remote learning may continue into
at least part of the next academic
year.

The National Association for
the Education of Young Children,
an organization of early learning
professionals, estimates that half
the country’s child care providers
are closed. A study by NAEYC
and the Center for American
Progress, a liberal think tank, pro-
jected that 4.5 million child care
slots risk disappearing without
significant aid.

KinderCare, the largest private
child care provider in the country
with nearly 1,600 locations, said it
lost 90% of its business when
lockdown and social distancing
rules took hold.

The Portland, Oregon-based
company initially closed all but

The coronavirus pandemic has
created a staggering child care
crisis that threatens to undermine
the reopening of the U.S. economy.

450 of its centers, which were left
open to serve essential workers’
kids. It hopes to reopen most by
June.

“We’ll be in this heightened,
sensitive world at least until we
get a vaccine,” CEO Tom Wyatt
said. “We have to get used to
that.”

Congressional Democrats are
introducing legislation to provide
$50 billion to help child care
providers offset the costs of open-
ing safely, including procuring
protective equipment and possibly
enrolling fewer children to meet
health guidelines. Prospects for
passage are unclear, but two
Republican senators, Joni Ernst of
Iowa and Kelly Loeftler of Geor-
gia, have called for the next pan-
demic relief package to include
$25 billion for the child care
industry.

Congress already allocated
$3.5 billion for the child care
industry under a pandemic relief
bill passed in March, but the aid
has been slow to reach providers.
Many also have struggled to qual-
ify for loans under a separate pay-
roll protection program.

Laurie Fletcher, who runs a
day care out of her Michigan
home, has seen her income plum-

met since the state ordered day
cares closed except for essential
workers’ children. But she was
unable receive payroll protection
because she lacked a business
account and ended up laying off
her full-time assistant.

“We are basically paying to stay
open for the essential workers,”
Fletcher said.

More than 330,000 child care
workers have lost their jobs since
March, according to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“People are going to find that if
there is no child care system to
return to, they aren’t going to be
able to go back to work,” said
Catherine White, director of child
care and early learning at the
National Women’s Law Center,
which supported a coalition of
more than 500 child care providers
and advocates in calling for the $50
billion relief bill.

“Women especially are going to
pay the price,” White added, noting
that even before the pandemic,
mothers were more likely than
fathers to leave the workforce over
child care difficulties. “Women are
over half the workforce. What does
that mean for our economy if
women can’t go back to work?”

Samantha Shlimbaum, a pro-

gram manager at Pace University
in New York, is counting on her
employer’s flexibility. She was
heartbroken to learn that her 3-
year-old daughter’s after-school
center closed down. It was one of
of the few that would accept Nina,
who is autistic and attends a spe-
cial-needs preschool.

With the preschool also closed,
Shlimbaum is now working from
home while caring for her daugh-
ter, who requires speech therapy.
Her husband helps, but he eventu-
ally will return to work as a real
estate agent.

“I can’t sit in front of a spread-
sheet and ensure it is 100% accu-
rate. I get distracted with my kid in
the background,” Shlimbaum said.
“We might go and stay with family
for a while, but beyond that, it will
be the way it is.”

A rare and serious inflammatory
condition in children that’s linked
to the coronavirus is also exacer-
bating child care problems.

The syndrome influenced New
York City Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
decision not to reopen summer
school classrooms and has parents
agonizing over whether to it’s safe
to send children to day care.

Sara Adelman, a marketing
manager working from home in
Salt Lake City, is burning through
paid vacation time to take the last
two hours off each workday to look
after her 7-month-old daughter.
Even so, she couldn’t bring herself
to put her back in day care, which
reopens Monday.

“There’s a lot of different expec-
tations,” Adelman said. “It’s hard to
know what the correct answer is.”

Coronavirus-related debt will live in digital profiles for years -
hurting Americans’ ability to get jobs,

BY MICHELE GILMAN
University of Baltimore

(THE CONVERSATION) —
Long after the COVID-19 health
emergency ends, many Americans
will still suffer from the long tail
of the pandemic’s economic dev-
astation. For people on the coun-
try’s economic fringes, the prolif-
eration of data analytics tools to
monitor consumer life — driven by
companies that profit from gath-
ering personal data — will magnify
today’s financial hardship.

These companies scrape data
from your public records, social
media interactions, purchase his-
tory and smartphone location
tracking. Using powerful tech-
nologies, they fuse your data into
digital profiles that landlords,
employers, lenders and other gate-
keepers to life’s necessities use to
sort and screen people.

As a clinical law professor who
represents low-income people in
consumer cases, I’m concerned
that the pandemic’s economic fall-
out will be permanently embed-
ded in these profiles, making it
harder for people to regain their
economic footing.

Eviction moratoriums

Over 41 million people have
lost their jobs in the wake of the
pandemic. Amid rising unemploy-
ment, many states and cities have

placed temporary moratoriums on
evictions.

New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo, for example, has halted
evictions until Aug. 20. After June
20, however, tenants seeking relief
will have to prove that they quali-
fy for unemployment insurance or
are suffering financial hardship.
And with passage of the CARES
Act, Congress paused evictions in
federally subsidized housing until
Aug. 23.

But when these eviction mora-
toriums expire, the accumulated
bills will come due. One in 4
renters were already spending
more than half of their income on
rent before the pandemic. In its
aftermath, these numbers will
only rise because millions of peo-
ple may remain out of work or be
forced to take lower paying jobs.

Grassroots advocates have
called for a cancellation of rent
during the pandemic, along with
financial protections for property
owners. But without further leg-
islative action, we can expect a
tsunami of housing displacement.
This will result in further difficul-
ties, such as increased homeless-
ness and relocations to less safe
neighborhoods, for years to come.

Digitally coded hardship

The effects of an eviction can
last long after a housing situation
is resolved. Companies capture
evictions in people’s credit scores

and digital profiles. This impacts
people’s ability to secure new
housing because landlords often
rely on digitally assembled tenant
screening reports or computerized
court records to select tenants.

People are also accruing debt
in a scramble to pay for food,
cover utility bills and maintain
internet access for work and
school. Before COVID-19, med-
ical debt was the primary driver of
two-thirds of personal bankrupt-
cies. With the cost of inpatient
COVID-19 care ranging between
US$20,000 and $70,000, the pan-
demic will likely add to these debt
burdens.

These exploding debts will
lower people’s credit scores and
appear in other digital profiles.
Consequently, many people will
be denied loans or pay higher
rates for them. They may also find
it impossible to pay for a car,
hook up utilities or even find
employment because many
employers use automated systems
that analyze personal data in order
to target and select potential
employees.

For consumers able to negoti-
ate with credit card companies
and stick to a payment plan — two
big uncertainties — the CARES
Act stipulates that credit accounts
must reflect that they are up-to-
date in payments. Still, this provi-
sion provides no bulwark against

apariments and credit

the largely unregulated industry of
data brokers.

The debt spiral

Predatory financial companies
also use profiling tools to entice
struggling consumers with pay-
day loans. In general, these prod-
ucts are short-term, high-interest
loans. In the 31 states without
laws limiting such high-cost
loans, interest rates average near-
ly 400% but can be as high as
661%. A vast majority of people
cannot repay these loans, forcing
them to rollover into new loans,
creating a debt spiral trap.

COVID-19 has spurred the
aggressive marketing of these
high-interest loans to economi-
cally vulnerable Americans.

These payday loans and other
debts eventually fall into the
hands of debt collectors. One in 3
Americans has a debt in collec-
tion. These cases dominate civil
dockets across the country, and
70% of them result in default
judgments, meaning there was no
trial.

But that doesn’t mean there
are no consequences. People with
judgments entered against them
can find their wages and bank
accounts garnished. Some people
land in jail. Courts have issued
arrest warrants for unpaid debts
as small as $28.

In a majority of states, private

debt collectors can seize individ-
ual stimulus payments made
under the CARES Act. Recently,
a 79-year-old recovering from
brain surgery had his stimulus
check taken from his bank
account to satisfy a five-year-old
judgment. Debt collection law-
suits are yet another data point
merged into digital profiling that
a future landlord or employer
may review in assessing appli-
cants.

Experts agree on steps that
would counter the harms of digi-
tal profiling. Lawmakers can
extend eviction and foreclosure
moratoriums, provide tenants
with rental assistance and extend
unemployment insurance. They
can halt debt collection, prevent
predatory lending and protect
stimulus checks. And funding for
civil legal services can help more
people understand their housing
and consumer rights amid a shift-
ing landscape.

Additionally, Congress can
authorize comprehensive privacy
legislation to give people control
over their data and oblige compa-
nies profiting from personal data
to obey consumer wishes.

Amid the current health and
economic crisis, political leaders
would do well to ensure that peo-
ple are not trapped forever by the
digital footprints they are unwit-
tingly leaving today.

Survey: U.S. factories sink in May for third straight month

By PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) —
American factories slowed for the
third consecutive month in May as
they continued to sustain econom-
ic damage from the coronavirus
pandemic.

The Institute for Supply Man-
agement, an association of pur-
chasing managers, said Monday
that its manufacturing index came
in at 43.1 last month after register-
ing 41.5 in April. Anything below
50 signals that U.S. manufacturers
are in retreat. New orders, produc-
tion, hiring and new export orders
all fell in May but at a slower pace

than they did in April.

The pandemic and the lock-
downs, and travel restrictions
meant to combat it, have brought
economic activity to a near-
standstill. U.S. gross domestic
product fell at a 5% annual rate
from January-March and is
expected to drop at a record-bust-
ing 40% rate from April-June.

The results were about what
economists expected.

Eleven of 18 manufacturing
industries contracted last month,
led by printing, primary metals
and transportation equipment
makers. Six reported growth, led
my mineral companies and furni-
ture makers.

New orders,
production,
hiring and new
export orders
all fell in May.

The Commerce Department
said last week that orders for big-
ticket manufactured goods
dropped 17.2% in April after
falling 16.6% in March.

“Looking ahead, conditions
may start to gradually improve in
June but manufacturing faces sig-
nificant travails on the long road

to recovery,” economists Oren
Klachkin and Gregory Daco of
Oxford Economics wrote in a
research report. Among the prob-
lems factories face are weak
demand, disruptions in supplies
and heightened uncertainty.

“These impediments, along
with fears of a second wave of
coronavirus contagion, are expect-
ed to persist even once lockdowns
are fully lifted, making a V-shaped
recovery very unlikely,” Klachkin
and Daco wrote.

The pain is not limited to the
United States. J.P. Morgan report-
ed Monday that global manufac-
turing production fell for the
fourth straight month in May.

Manufacturing output fell in 27 of
the 28 countries for which results
were available. The exception was
China, where the virus originated
and where the first economic
recovery began after a draconian
lockdown.

Manufacturing was already
hurting before the outbreak
brought the economy to a near-
standstill in March. The ISM man-
ufacturing index has signalled
contraction in eight of the last 10
months. President Donald Trump’s
trade war with China had raised
costs and created uncertainty that
paralyzed investment decisions,
and the world economy had been
losing momentum.
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ROBERT A. CORNETTA, BRIDGETOWER MEDIA NEWSWIRES

China and the pandemic:
litigate or legislate?

While America and the rest
of the world continue to cope
with the health and safety
impacts of the coronavirus, a
collateral and potentially more
perilous issue is beginning to
percolate.

By a significant margin of
opinion at home and among a
growing number of governments
across the globe, policymakers
and the public are expressing
their ire over what they believe
is China’s liability for the
COVID-19 pandemic. Public
opinion has also begun to gather
around issues of redress and
recovery of damages from
China.

Fueling this debate are
reports emanating from Wuhan,
the capital of Hubei Province,
that point to a breach of safety
occurring at a research lab there
that allowed the virus to escape
and then begin its lightning-
speed maturity into a pandemic.

Information has also made its
way into public discussion that
the government of China failed
to warn, failed to act, and indeed
embarked upon a course of dis-
information designed to under-
state and cover up the true mag-
nitude of the crisis.

Suggestions for recovery
(think sanctions) of these enor-
mous monetary claims have
included federal lawsuits
(already initiated by at least one
zealous state attorney general),
federal statutory and procedural
rule changes aimed at overcom-
ing sovereign immunity, and
World Court damages actions.

Presumably, judgments
obtained via these legal actions
against the government of China
and its citizens would then be
levied upon their assets located
in the United States and else-
where.

Even more strident measures
have been proffered that would
unilaterally cancel debt held by
China and owed by businesses
and governments. However, how
to calculate the measure of dam-
ages under that scenario has yet
to be defined.

While such legal redress cer-
tainly demonstrates the number
and novelty of remedies that
might be brought to bear in this
situation, it cannot solve the
overarching fact that should
China exercise its sovereignty in
defense of litigation or simply
ignore it, for all intents and pur-
poses pursuit of such claims
comes to an end. Worse yet,
China might decide to retaliate
in ways that would heighten
international tensions.

So, how does a world
aggrieved by the actions of
China in causing this pandemic
respond effectively in seeking to
prevent such a catastrophe from
happening again? Measures
seeking to bring China into the
mainstream of responsibility for
a sovereign of its size and power

would be a step toward that goal.

Opinion writer Liz Peek has
offered up a four-point plan that
is worthy of discussion and that
could have just such an effect
where litigation would not.

First, the free flow of infor-
mation and ideas is a concept
that China must be convinced to
embrace. Blocking internet
information, cracking down on
dissidents, and censoring public
speech, opinion and a free press
are all maladies that contributed
to the lack of real-time COVID-
19 information coming from
Wuhan early on as the disease
was gaining strength. Had this
information been allowed to
freely circulate, timely assis-
tance would certainly have
arrived from around the world to
contain the disease, thereby
avoiding the pandemic. Strong
international policy must
encourage this change now.

Second, the aggrieved parties
(the United States and other
nations) must reverse the trend
of setting up China as a sole
source of important products
such as pharmaceutical and
medical supplies. Critical manu-
facturing must be brought back
home, and China’s aggressive
procurement of other nations’
properties and companies in a
quest for monopoly must be
controlled. Businesses that have
promoted this offshore policy
for profit must be educated
about its hidden costs and
encouraged to curtail it by trade
and tax policy.

Third, campaigns of disinfor-
mation coming from China must
either cease or be countered by
an aggressive public relations
effort by the United States and
other world governments to
bring facts and real-time data to
the Chinese population. Democ-
racies must communicate and
advance facts and candor in
order to show that they too can
be trusted. This is the reason
why discussion about unilateral-
ly cancelling debt held by China
is not a viable option.

Fourth, stepped-up efforts
must be made to protect intellec-
tual property that is being pur-
loined from international busi-
nesses and universities. Once
again, it is a matter of leveling
the playing field by the exercise
of policy, not litigation.

The discussion that is taking
place right now over the best
ways to collect damages from
China is too simplistic and ulti-
mately it cannot succeed. Mas-
sive damage actions cannot
deliver the change necessary to
prevent another pandemic.
Efforts are best directed toward
the roots of the problem, and
that is best addressed by policy
initiatives, not litigation.

Retired Judge Robert A. Cor-
netta practices at Cornetta
Babine in Danvers.

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan —
Court Administrator/Clerk of Court Vacancy
Announcement at http://www.mied.uscourts.gov.
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Publishers sue Internet Archive over scanning of hooks
Archive defends actions by saying it operates like a traditional library

BY HILLEL ITALIE
AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Four of
the country’s biggest publishers
have sued a digital library for
copyright infringement, alleging
that the Internet Archive has ille-
gally offered more than a million
scanned works to the public,
including such favorites as Toni
Morrison’s “Song of Solomon,”
Malcolm Gladwell’s “Blink” and
Cormac McCarthy’s “The Road.”

“Without any license or any
payment to authors or publishers,
Internet Archive scans print
books, uploads these illegally
scanned books to its servers, and
distributes verbatim digital copies
of the books in whole via public-
facing websites,” according to
papers filed Monday in federal
court Monday in New York. “With
just a few clicks, any Internet-
connected user can download
complete digital copies of in-
copyright books.”

In March, the Internet Archive
announced it had established a

“National Emergency Library” in
response to the coronavirus out-
break that had shut down most of
the country’s schools and
libraries. According to the
Archive, the emergency library
would support

San Francisco, the Archive has
defended its recent actions by say-
ing that it operates like a tradi-
tional lending library, a non-profit
entity providing free books. The
publishers have contended that the

The plaintiffs, who include Pen-
guin Random House, Hachette
Book Group, HarperCollins and
Wiley, are seeking a permanent
injunction against the library and
an undetermined amount of money
for  damages.

“remote teaching,
research activities,
independent schol-
arship, and intel-
lectual stimula-
tion” with free
digital materials.
“We hope that
authors will sup-
port our effort to
ensure temporary
access to their
work in this time

66 There is nothing in the copyright law which
authorizes the mass copying of and distribution of
1.3 million scanned books to the public, regardless
of whether those copies are downloaded by one per-

son or millions. 2
—Maria Pallante

Court papers refer
to page views on
the archive site,
more than 50,000
alone in New York
state, but not to
how many books
were actually bor-
rowed.

“There is noth-
ing in the copy-
right law which
authorizes the

of crisis,” accord-
ing to a statement on the archive’s
web site, www.archive.org. The
emergency library is scheduled to
last at least through the end of
June. The archive also provides
free access to more than 1 million
older, public domain books that
are not bound by copyright law.
Founded in 1996 and based in

archive does not work like a tradi-
tional library in part because it
offers scans of paper books with-
out reaching licensing deals with
copyright holders. The Archive
has said it acquires paperback and
hardcover books through purchas-
es and donations and then scans
them.

mass copying of
and distribution of 1.3 million
scanned books to the public,
regardless of whether those copies
are downloaded by one person or
millions,” Maria Pallante, president
and CEO of the trade group the
Association of American Publish-
ers, said in an interview.
Monday’s legal action continues

a long battle between the traditional
publishing community, for which
copyrights are an underpinning of
its business, and the internet com-
munity, which has advocated mak-
ing as much material as possible
available for free. Authors and pub-
lishers condemned the March
launch of the emergency library,
but historian Jill Lepore praised it,
writing in a New Yorker essay that
“If the books you need aren’t in any
bookstore, and, especially, if you
are one of the currently more than
one billion students and teachers
shut out of your classroom, please:
sign up, log on, and borrow!”

Over the past 30 years, pub-
lishers have battled Google, Ama-
zon.com and others over digital
content. In 2019, several publish-
ers sued the Amazon-owned Audi-
ble.com over a planned audiobook
program for schools that included
captions the plaintiffs alleged vio-
lated copyright law. The case was
settled earlier this year and Audi-
ble has said it would seek permis-
sion from copyright holders
before using captions.

Supreme Court
rejects challenge
to limits on

church services

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
divided Supreme Court on Friday
rejected an emergency appeal by a
California church that challenged
state limits on attendance at wor-
ship services that have been
imposed to contain the spread of
the coronavirus.

Over the dissent of the four
more conservative justices, Chief
Justice John Roberts joined the
court’s four liberals in turning
away a request from the South
Bay United Pentecostal Church in
Chula Vista, California, in the San
Diego area.

The church argued that limits
on how many people can attend
their services violate constitution-
al guarantees of religious freedom
and had been seeking an order in
time for services on Sunday. The
church said it has crowds of 200
to 300 people for its services.

Roberts wrote in brief opinion
that the restriction allowing
churches to reopen at 25% of their
capacity, with no more than 100
worshipers at a time, “appear con-
sistent” with the First Amend-
ment. Roberts said similar or
more severe limits apply to con-
certs, movies and sporting events
“where large groups of people
gather in close proximity for
extended periods of time.”

Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote
in dissent that the restriction “dis-

U.S. Supreme Court Notebook

criminates against places of wor-
ship and in favor of comparable
secular businesses. Such discrimi-
nation violates the First Amend-
ment.” Kavanaugh pointed to
supermarkets, restaurants, hair
salons, cannabis dispensaries and
other businesses that are not sub-

ject to the same restrictions.

Lower courts in California had
previously turned down the
churches’ requests.

The court also rejected an
appeal from two churches in the
Chicago area that objected to Gov.
Jay Pritzker’s limit of 10 wor-
shipers at religious services.
Before the court acted, Pritzker
modified the restrictions to allow
for up to 100 people at a time.
There were no recorded dissents.

High court
declines to take
Bernard Madoff

trustee case

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court is leaving in place
a ruling that allows the trustee
recovering money for investors in
the Bernard Madoff Ponzi scheme
to pursue more than $4 billion
that went to overseas investors.

The high court on Monday
declined to get involved in the
case. As is usual, the justices did
not comment in turning away the
case.

An appeals court said the
trustee, Irving Picard, could go
after money that went through
foreign investment funds back to

foreign investors. A lower court
had said those transactions were
beyond the reach of U.S. law.

Madoff pleaded guilty in 2009
to orchestrating the largest Ponzi
scheme in history. He admitted
swindling thousands of clients out
of billions of dollars in invest-
ments over decades. He was sen-
tenced to 150 years in prison.

The court-appointed trustee
has recovered approximately $14
billion of about $18 billion that
investors put into Madoff’s busi-
ness.

High court
upholds Puerto
Rico financial

oversight board

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court on Monday
upheld the oversight board estab-
lished by Congress to help Puerto
Rico out of a devastating financial
crisis that has been exacerbated
by the coronavirus outbreak,
recent earthquakes and damage
from Hurricane Maria in 2017.
The justices reversed a lower
court ruling that threatened to
throw the island’s recovery efforts
into chaos.

In a unanimous holding, the
court will allow the oversight
board’s work to pull the island out
of the largest municipal bankrupt-
cy in U.S. history to proceed. At
one point, Puerto Rico faced more
than $100 billion in debt and
unfunded pension obligations.

The case stemmed from a con-

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND

stitutional challenge to the over-
sight board’s composition led by
hedge funds that invested in Puer-
to Rican bonds. A lower court
ruled last year that board mem-
bers were appointed in violation
of the Constitution because they
were not confirmed by the Senate.

The president selects the
board’s seven voting members.
They and one other non-voting
member chosen by Puerto Rico’s
governor approve budgets and fis-
cal plans drawn up by the island’s
government. The board also han-
dles bankruptcy-like cases that
allow the island to restructure its
debts.

Court declines to
take up Sanders

supporters’ suit

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court is declining to
revive a lawsuit by supporters of
Sen. Bernie Sanders who sued the
Democratic National Committee
in 2016 over claims officials
improperly tipped the scales for
Hillary Clinton during the nomi-
nating process.

The justices said Monday they
would not take up the lawsuit. As
is usual the court did not com-
ment in turning away the case.

The lawsuit was filed after
leaked DNC emails suggested
Democratic party officials had
favored Clinton over the Vermont
senator during the primaries.

The emails were posted on the
document disclosure website Wik-

iLeaks. WikiLeaks did not say
who provided the material, but 12
Russian military intelligence offi-
cers were ultimately indicted in
connection with the DNC hack
and hacking of the Clinton presi-
dential campaign.

According to special counsel
Robert Mueller’s investigation,
the release was part of a sweeping
conspiracy by Russia to meddle in
the 2016 U.S. election.

DNC chairwoman Debbie
Wasserman Schultz announced
her resignation following the
leaks.

The lawsuit by Sanders sup-
porters was dismissed at an early
stage and an appeals court had
upheld the dismissal.
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Nada Saghir 2741 Syracuse

St Dearborn 48124-3301
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$131,000

Jack Pradel 54 Farrand
Park Highland Park 48203-
3350 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$184,000

James R Hamel 3139 Wood-
side St Dearborn 48124-3921
QUICKEN LOANS INC $65,000

Chauncy R Eggleston 6044
Dexter St Romulus 48174-1828
QUICKEN LOANS INC $162,000

Eric Huck 535 N Military St
Dearborn 48124-1191 QUICK-
EN LOANS INC $221,000

Gale Molisee 11415 Colum-
bia Redford 48239-2274
QUICKEN LOANS INC $66,000

Boyd White lii 1631 Welles-
ley Dr Detroit 48203-1479
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$373,000

David Francetich 2021
Grange Rd Trenton 48183-
1756 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$185,000

Logan Zigila 31743 Sum-
mers St Livonia 48154-4285
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$202,000

Jared L Meade 18562 Hin-
ton St Riverview 48193-4536
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$111,000

Mary P Wittenberg 30867
Richland St Livonia 48150-
2928 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$159,000

Adam Perry 23121 Leigh-
wood Dr Woodhaven 48183-
2772 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$288,000

Christian Ochoa 10054 E

Mortgages Recorded

Clements Cir Livonia 48150-
3276 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$164,000

Bruce Murray 38234 Oak-
west Dr Westland 48185-2684
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$199,000

James T Iv Albert 13170
Cumberland Ct Belleville
48111-2386 QUICKEN LOANS
INC $258,000

Ronald P Targosz 15691
Oakhill Ct Livonia 48154-2613
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$252,000

Kaushal M Jhaveri 50759
Rockingham Dr Canton 48188-
2862 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$368,000

Maryann F Flick 1540 New
York Ave Lincoln Park 48146-
3810 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$74,000

Raffic Mackie 710 Mead-
owlane Rd Dearborn 48124-
1170 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$198,000

Kathrine L Bunting 7322
Hillsboro Ct Canton 48187-
2241 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$193,000

Dana M Rudnicki 927
Queens Way Canton 48188-
1196 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$205,000

Edwin C Montry 49946
Harding St Canton 48188-6740
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$348,000

Raymond E Gratowski
30026 Young Dr Gibraltar
48173-9455 QUICKEN LOANS
INC $82,000

Todd N Proctor 13977
Breakfast Dr Redford 48239-
2981 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$188,000

Ashley Carpenter 303 Piper
Blvd Detroit 48215-3037
QUICKEN LOANS INC $81,000

Zachary J Kowalewski
29074 Grix Rd Brownstown
Township 48164-9495 QUICK-
EN LOANS INC $78,000

Cynthia Thomas 1939
Broadstone Rd Grosse Pointe
Woods 48236-1952 QUICKEN
LOANS INC $187,000

Duane D Gibbs 17 Glendale
St Highland Park 48203-3274
QUICKEN LOANS INC $98,000

John Clearwood 865 W
Huron River Dr Belleville
48111-2522 QUICKEN LOANS
INC $191,000

Ryan J Albig 38230 Palma-
teer Rd Westland 48186-9309
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$160,000

Sheronda Robinson 33296
Sienna Dr Romulus 48174-
6220 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$180,000

Donald A Parkinson 29450
James St Garden City 48135-
2046 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$122,000

Eric Green 30155 Westfield
St Livonia 48150-3984 QUICK-
EN LOANS INC $176,000

Deanna M Cortese 2287
22nd St Wyandotte 48192-
4131 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$139,000

Walter L Shackelford 27329
Phipps St Inkster 48141-2366
QUICKEN LOANS INC $51,000

Scott Beutner 50221 Cherry
Hill Rd Canton 48188-1007

QUICKEN LOANS INC
$154,000
Todd E Houten 26403

Inkster Rd Flat Rock 48134-
9431 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$191,000

Bryan J Dannunzio 8701
Liberty Blvd Westland 48185-
1735 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$82,000

Michael S Goloweyco 665
Shoreham Rd Grosse Pointe
Woods 48236-2443 QUICKEN
LOANS INC $234,000

Robert E Koenig 1438 Iro-
quois St Detroit 48214-2716
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$256,000

Ylona Javier 14308 Knolson

St Livonia 48154-4759 QUICK-
EN LOANS INC $200,000

Patricia A Meininger 44499
Charnwood Dr Plymouth
48170-3871 QUICKEN LOANS
INC $130,000

Catherine M Cherewick
19473 Eddington Pl Northville
48167-2513 QUICKEN LOANS
INC $125,000

Christopher W Kennard 320
Spruce St Wyandotte 48192-
4038 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$78,000

Lily A Flask 29644 Lori St
Livonia 48154-3746 QUICKEN
LOANS INC $147,000

Terri L Bailey 38660 Tus-
cany Ct Livonia 48154-4825
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$150,000

Melissa Lewis 28477 Barton
St Garden City 48135-2703

QUICKEN LOANS INC
$110,000
Janice Forstot 50849

Chestwick Ct Plymouth 48170-
8214 QUICKEN LOANS INC
$281,000

Sharika Patterson 4 Ashby

Ln Dearborn 48120-1009
QUICKEN LOANS INC
$130,000

Nicole S Dubach 30653
Apple Grove Way Flat Rock
48134-2741 REPUBLIC BANK
& TRUST CO $180,000

Limited Dividen Peterboro
Detroit ROLAM EQUITIES LLC
$375,000

Dawn Lenhardt 16101
Negaunee Redford 48240-2504
ROSS MORTGAGE CORP
$105,000

Clifton Beth A Viola 12864
Edison St Southgate 48195-
1047 ROSS MORTGAGE CORP
$77,000

Christian Daniels 221 Oak
St Wyandotte 48192-5126
ROSS MORTGAGE CORP
$185,000

Tyler Donbrock 17446
Brady Redford 48240-2100

ROSS MORTGAGE CORP
$63,000

Arnold Dean Jr 1045 Detroit
Ave Lincoln Park 48146-2937
ROUNDPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING CORP $80,000

Kevin Jackson 15992 Fern
Dr Romulus 48174-4743
ROYAL PACIFIC FUNDING
CORP $236,000

Jesse English 5169 Niagara
St Wayne 48184-2639 ROYAL
UNITED MORTGAGE $72,000

Sura A Alshimmary 8110
Dale St Dearborn Heights
48127-1456 SALWA SUWAD
$50,000

Nneka lzenwata 13887
Winding Pond Ln Belleville
48111-7102 SEBONIC FINAN-
CIAL $225,000

Prince E Gibson 1849 3rd St
Wyandotte 48192-4001 SECU-
RITY CREDIT UNION $18,000

Bonita D Smith 18469
Hubbell St Detroit 48235-2753
SECURITY CREDIT UNION
$15,000

Andrew Palma 36021 Glen
St Westland 48186-8205 SER-
VICE CREDIT UNION $51,000

Rimun Kouza 35413 Gard-
ner St Livonia 48152-2909
SIMPLE HOME LENDING LLC
$340,000

Kailas D Bade 42680 Lilley
Pointe Dr Canton 48187-5330
SIMPLE HOME LENDING LLC
$122,000

Elena Gueorguiev 49435
Plymouth Way Plymouth
48170-6439 SIMPLE HOME
LENDING LLC $130,000

Dawn Harris 16245 Ohio St
Detroit 48221-2953 SIMPLE
MORTGAGE $141,000

Jastassja Smith 4161
Cadieux Rd Detroit 48224-
2382 SOUTHWEST FUNDING
$132,000

Pamela Wright 4008 29th St
Detroit 48210-2695 SOUTH-
WEST HOUSING SOLUTIONS
CORP $40,000
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ASSARI:

Biases cause poor health

From Page 1

pattern called diminished returns
of economic and non-economic
resources for black men. Although
they are also seen for other race
by gender groups, they are most
pronounced for black men. As a
result of these diminished returns,
black men who have high levels
of aspirations and motivation to
get to the top of society still get
sick, feel unhealthy and die early.

In other words, as long as U.S.
unfairly treats black men, their
very same resource would fail to
protect them, so they show sys-
temically poor outcomes, regard-
less of their status in the society.

Again, these are not limited to,
but worst for, black men.

Racism in health care

Even the U.S. health care sys-
tem treats black men worse than
black women. This includes
receiving a lower quality of health
care compared to whites, and even
black women. Such discrimina-
tion deteriorates their ability to
manage their disease, so they
develop worse outcomes and get
sicker.

One of my papers shows that
white men have a specific role in
this. My work shows that anti-
black bias is highest in white men
than white women. This is very
concerning because white men
have the highest level of power in
law, politics, police and many
other institutions in the U.S. These
all mean that odds are not in favor
of black men.

Recent shootings of black men,
either by police, or others, also
shows that black men are specifi-
cally targeted by white men, the
group which also is in charge of
law and order. These all are exam-
ples of how social structures and
biases cause poor health among
black men.

Money doesn’t
health for black men

Several of my studies have
documented high risk of depres-
sion in black men and boys of
high socioeconomic status. These
studies shows higher, instead of
lower, risk of depression as a
result of socioeconomic mobility
in the US.

One explanation for this is that
they pay a very high price for
their ticket to the top of the soci-
ety. This journey also opens their
eyes to the real inequalities that
exist in the U.S. society.

improve

In another study among black
boys, high income increased the
risk of depression, suggesting
that high-income black boys are
more, not less, depressed than
low-income black boys. In yet
another study of mine, 25 years’
follow-up of American adults
showed that high education actu-
ally increases depressive symp-
toms of black men over time. I
did not see this pattern in white
men, white women or even black
women.

In another study, I found that
white men gain most life
expectancy from their employ-
ment. The gain was smaller but
still considerable for white
women and black women. Black
men, however, died earlier,
regardless of their employment.

Thus, in todays’s U.S., racism
is a root cause of poor health of
black men. Given the societal
structure, personal assets and
ambitions such as advanced edu-
cation, income and employment
do not insulate black men from
the racism of the American soci-
ety they live in. In fact, these
assets increase the likelihood of
black men to be discriminated.

Many studies have shown that
racism, discrimination, prejudice
and related environmental stres-
sors have a more prominent role
in causing anxiety, depression,
substance use, and poor physical
health of black men than black

women.

Questions we should ask our-
selves as a society

I end this conversation with a
few questions for my fellow
Americans. How on earth can
social mobility make the lives of
white Americans easier, but not
for black men? Why should social
status increase rather than
decrease black men’s exposure
and vulnerability to discrimina-
tion? Why, for whites, does dis-
crimination vanish if people attain
high levels of success, but for
black men, discrimination
increases as they move up the
social ladder? Why does success
increase discriminatory experi-
ences of black men?

Racism, however, is bad for
everyone’s health, not just black
men. It is just bad in a different
way. Everyone dies sooner in a
racist community. This is partially
because societal inequalities
increase people’ vulnerablities,
even the most privileged ones, as
a | explained in another piece.

KIRVAN:

Faz became friends with Ali

From Page 1

won a seat on the Ypsilanti City
Council in 1979, had a special
fascination for Ali, the former
heavyweight and Olympic boxing
champ who converted to Islam in
the mid-‘60s.

In the late ‘80s, long after Ali
had retired from the ring, Faz had
somehow struck up a friendship
with perhaps the most famous
man on earth at the time. Their
ties, according to Faz, were
cemented by a mutual desire to
help others, offering helping
hands when most needed and least
expected.

Ali, of course, possessed an
international profile, lending his
name and his resources to a host
of worthwhile causes. Faz, in turn,
concentrated his efforts on the
local level, boosting the fortunes
of youth groups, student organiza-
tions, the homeless, and others
down on their luck.

Of such spirit, a friendship was
born, enticing Ali to accept an invi-
tation from Faz to preside over a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a store
opening in Ypsilanti one evening.

I was there to photograph the
occasion, furnishing pictorial
proof of the champ’s presence at
the gala event. As Ali and his
entourage entered the room, I
started snapping away, clicking
photos at such a rapid rate that my
camera could no longer keep
pace, jamming at a most inoppor-
tune time.

Suddenly, the lone photograph-
er in attendance unexpectedly
became the focal point of the
unfolding story, wrestling with a
high-priced camera that refused to
cooperate. In boxing terminology,
it looked like I would be the vic-
tim of a TKO, otherwise known as
a “Technical Knockout.”

But just as panic began to set
in, my fervent prayers for a photo-
graphic reprieve were answered,
mysteriously unlocking a camera
shutter that moments earlier had
delivered a nasty one-two punch
to my solar plexus.

As I gladly stepped out of the
spotlight, Ali neatly returned to
the forefront, flashing a smile and
then a wink at the cameraman that
I’ll remember far longer than any
of his boxing conquests.
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Unrest demonstrates Biden’s challenge in breaking through

Low-key approach carries risk of being drowned out by Trump s louder voice

BY ALEXANDRA JAFFE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Joe
Biden is facing some stiff compe-
tition in getting his campaign
message out.

President Donald Trump spent
much of the weekend using Twit-
ter as a bullhorn to urge “law and
order” and tougher action by
police against protesters around
the country. Biden quietly visited
the site of protests in his home-
town of Wilmington, Delaware,
and talked to some of the demon-
strators. Earlier, he wrote a post
on Medium expressing empathy
for those despairing about the
police killing of George Floyd.

That low-key, high-touch
approach may be a sign of how
the presumptive Democratic nom-
inee presents himself in the five
months before the presidential
election, emphasizing calm and
competence as a contrast to a
mercurial president.

It is an approach that carries
the risk of being drowned out by
the much louder, more persistent
voice of Trump. On one of the
most profound weekends the

nation has seen, with violence in
dozens of cities, Biden was out of
wide public view.

“He’s not in office, and he cer-
tainly does not have the mega-
phone like the person currently
occupying the White House does,
but I do think our people are look-
ing for someone who can make
them feel better during these
extremely tough times,” said Rep.
Val Demings of Florida, whom
Biden is considering as a running
mate. “America just needs to be
reassured that there’s someone
who’s understanding, someone
who’s willing to say, ‘Yes, we do
have some issues,” and someone
who’s willing to address it.”

Reassurance requires presence,
though, and that has been a hurdle
for the former vice president, dri-
ven inside by the coronavirus pan-
demic, still working to adapt to
the power of social media as a
substitute and without the natural
platform of a public office.

Biden delivered a well-
received address on Friday calling
on white people to shoulder the
responsibility of ending America’s
systemic racism. But he was
largely out of sight over the week-

end, which marked the fifth
anniversary of the death of his son
Beau Biden.

There are some signs that
Biden is looking to take on a more
active role. On Sunday, his cam-
paign released a photo of him vis-
iting the site of protests in Wilm-
ington. Biden, wearing a mask to
protect from COVID-19, knelt
down to talk to a man and a young
child.

“The only way to bear this pain
is to turn all that anguish to pur-
pose,” Biden wrote in a message
attached to the photo. “And as
President, I will help lead this
conversation — and more impor-
tantly, I will listen.”

On Monday, Biden planned to
venture out again to meet with
community leaders in Wilming-
ton.

Demings said she has also
offered to have discussions with
the Biden campaign on criminal
justice reforms. She’s pushed for a
major Justice Department review
of law enforcement agencies
throughout the country and said
she saw a role for the federal gov-
ernment in implementing standard
policies that govern hiring, train-

ing, retention and pay and bene-
fits for law enforcement officers.

“What I have done is offer my
service to the campaign and, and
anyone else, to look at what we
can do working together moving
forward. And so we’ll see. We
have a lot of work to do,” she said.
“We’re going to discuss ideas and
make recommendations.”

Biden released a criminal jus-
tice reform plan last July but has
not issued an updated or more
specific proposal since then. In
early May, he released his “Plan
for Black America,” an economic-
and education-focused agenda
that included marijuana decrimi-
nalization.

Much of Biden’s campaign
strategy centers on trying to draw
a contrast with Trump on tem-
perament and values. He’s called
the White House contest a battle
for the soul of the nation and has
been particularly forceful in con-
demning Trump’s handling of
moments of racial tension.

Democrats believe the former
vice president draws a contrast
with Trump in such moments that
works in his favor. They note that
while Biden didn’t appear on tele-

vision all weekend, he spoke
about Floyd’s death before Trump
addressed it and has shown com-
passion for the protesters. Trump
has alternated between expressing
alarm over Floyd’s death and
sympathy for his family and issu-
ing tweets antagonizing protesters
and disparaging his political ene-
mies.

And in an election that is likely
to be a referendum on the sitting
president, some Biden aides say
privately that the best plan may be
to let Trump do himself in.

Yet there is also a recognition
that Biden needs to do more than
simply wait for voters who may
be turned off by Trump to turn
toward him. And some Democrats
who have criticized Biden in the
past for not being more visible
during the onset of the coron-
avirus said he is making the right
moves now.

“I’m sure they have some
reluctance, understandably, right
now to politicize it. That’s not
who he is,” said Democratic

strategist James Carville.
“There might be a time for elo-
quence, but I think that simplicity
is eloquence right now.”
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Civil unrest could influence Biden’s search for running mate

BY ALEXANDRA JAFFE AND BILL BARROW
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Joe Biden’s
search for a running mate could be
reshaped by the police killing of George
Floyd and the unrest it has ignited across
the country, raising questions about con-
tenders with law-and-order backgrounds
and intensifying pressure on the presump-
tive Democratic nominee to select a black
woman.

Biden, who has already pledged to pick
a woman, has cast a wide net in his search.
Some of the women on his list have drawn
national praise amid the protests over
Floyd’s death, including Atlanta Mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms, who delivered an
impassioned appeal for calm in her city on
Friday night. But the outcry over police
brutality against minorities has complicated
the prospects of Minnesota Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, who had a controversial record
addressing police violence as a prosecutor
in the city where Floyd died.

Biden’s choice of a running mate will be
among the most consequential decisions he
makes in the campaign, particularly given
that the 77-year-old is already talking about
himself as a “transition” candidate to a new
generation of Democratic leaders. His pick
will also be viewed as a signal both of his
values and who he believes should have
representation at the highest level of the
American government.

Even before the outcry over Floyd’s
death, some Biden allies were already urg-

ing him to put a black woman on the ticket
given the critical role African Americans
played in his path to the Democratic nomi-
nation. Those calls have gotten louder in
recent days.

“The more we see this level of hatred,
the more I think it’s important to confront it
with symbolic acts, including potentially
the selection of an African American
woman as vice president,” said Randi
Weingarten, president of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers and one of the labor
leaders who’s been asked for input by
Biden’s team on the selection process.

Bottoms is one of several black women
under consideration by Biden’s campaign.
Others Biden is believed to be considering
include California Sen. Kamala Harris,
Florida Rep. Val Demings and Stacey
Abrams, the Georgia Democrat and voting
rights activist.

Demings didn’t answer directly when
asked if the events of the past week
increased pressure on Biden to choose a
black woman in an interview with The
Associated Press on Sunday.

“Well, we’ve never seen a black woman
selected as a vice presidential candidate.
But I think the American people want
someone who cares about their issues and
are willing to move the ball forward,”

Asked if she believes race should be left
out of the conversation, she was careful to
defer to Biden.

“It doesn’t really matter what I think,”
she said. “What matters is what Americans
think, and what Joe Biden thinks.”

Demings, a former Orlando police chief,
wrote a high-profile editorial on Friday
challenging her former colleagues in law
enforcement.

“As a former woman in blue, let me
begin with my brothers and sisters in blue:
What in the hell are you doing?” Demings
wrote in The Washington Post.

Politicians with law-and-order back-
grounds have been viewed skeptically by
some in the Democratic Party given the
high-profile instances of police brutality
against minorities and other inequities in
the criminal justice system. In an interview
Sunday, Demings defended herself and
other potential contenders with such back-
grounds, declaring “you’re either gonna be
part of the problem or part of the solution.”

“And I think the community wants peo-
ple who understand the system from the
inside out in order to bring real life neces-
sary reforms,” she said.

Harris faced criticism throughout her
Democratic primary campaign for her
record as a prosecutor and attorney general
in California, when she resisted reforms
that would have required her office to
investigate killings by police and estab-
lished statewide standards for body cam-
eras.

Klobuchar, who also sought the Democ-
ratic nomination, has faced questions about
her eight years as prosecutor for Minneso-
ta’s largest county during the primary. Most
of the more than two dozen people who
died during police encounters in her tenure
were people of color, according to data

compiled by Communities United Against
Police Brutality and news articles reviewed
by the AP.

An officer involved in one of those past
fatal incidents was Derek Chauvin, who
was arrested and charged Friday with
Floyd’s murder.

Since ending her campaign, Klobuchar
has emerged as a key Biden surrogate and
some Democrats see her as a running mate
who could help him appeal to some of the
white, working-class voters who turned
against the party in the 2016 election. Yet
some Democrats say the renewed focus on
police brutality could complicate her path.

“This is very tough timing for her,” said
Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., a top Biden
ally.

Klobuchar has said that she is confident
Biden will make the right choice and that
she’s not thinking about politics right now.

Biden has said he will announce a run-
ning mate by Aug. 1, a timeline that leaves
plenty of time for the national mood to
shift again, particularly as the coronavirus
pandemic and resulting economic collapse
pressed on.

Those twin crises have already led to
increased scrutiny for others in the mix to
become Biden’s running mate.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a fre-
quent Trump target during the pandemic for
her resistance to lifting stay at home orders,
faced questions after her husband allegedly
tried to skip the line with a dock company
and get his boat in the water ahead of other
patrons over Memorial Day weekend.

BUSINESSES:

Some owners have expressed frustration with Small Business Administration
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decades that followed, only to see
their work erased during urban
renewal of the 1960’s.

“Blacks were able to establish
successful business enterprises
during the age of slavery where
black people had no political or
economic rights,” Walker said.
“Yet, here we are today and the
position of blacks in business dif-
fers very little from the position
of blacks during the age of slav-
ery.”

Detroit was once home to
Black Bottom and Paradise Valley
— two predominantly African
American neighborhoods, the lat-
ter of which had more than 350
black-owned businesses and a
music scene that drew the likes of
Louis Armstrong and Billie Holi-
day.

Both were wiped out in the
1950’s and 1960’s, when a nearly
all-white city government allowed
the construction of a freeway sys-
tem through the heart of the
neighborhoods.

Jamon Jordan, a black histori-
an based in Detroit, said the pan-
demic could have a similar crush-
ing impact on black American
businesses.

“Each time this happens, the
amount of energy and time it
takes to recreate something that’s
even as simple as what was
destroyed is monumental,” Jordan
said. “Even though the coron-
avirus isn’t the fault of a single
person or leader, the impact of the
devastation on the African Ameri-
can community is part of a long
legacy of discrimination and seg-
regation for black people and
black businesses.”

Some black business owners
have also expressed frustration
with the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s $659 billion Personal
Paycheck Protection Program,
which was meant to provide small
businesses with loans to keep
employees on their payrolls dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis. The ini-
tial round of funding ran out in
just 13 days, with complaints over
lag times and confusion over the
application process. However, the
SBA made improvements in its
second round and more than $100
billion remains available.

But the Center for Responsible
Lending, a nonprofit group that
works to end predatory lending
practices aimed at low-income
communities, said challenges
remain.

“This is just a new public
health crisis and economic crisis
that is coming after so many
decades and centuries of structural
inequality,” said Ashley Harring-
ton, the center’s federal advocacy
director and senior counsel.

National Business League
President and CEO Ken Harris
said his team has been fielding
hundreds of questions from mem-
bers who are struggling to survive.
The league, founded in 1900 by
Booker T. Washington, is launch-
ing its own $1.8 million digital
platform to help business owners
gain access to funding.

“It’s going to be a rebuilding
process and we’re going to have to
focus on economic recovery,” Har-
ris said.

Pinky Cole, the African Ameri-
can owner of the popular Atlanta-
area Slutty Vegan restaurants and
food trucks, said she’s been able to
shift toward being a carryout busi-
ness but others haven’t been so
lucky. Through her Pinky Cole
Foundation, she’s been paying the
rent for small businesses that are
struggling.

“Black-owned businesses,
we’ve always landed at the bottom
of the totem pole as it relates to
resources,” Cole said. “We put our

blood, sweat and tears into these
businesses and everything you’ve
worked hard for can be lost in a
matter of days.”

Several business companies
and entrepreneurs, including Face-
book, Magic Johnson and Mark
Cuban, the billionaire owner of the
Dallas Mavericks, have announced
plans to help businesses owned by
people of color, but some worry
the assistance might come too late.

The Michigan Minority Suppli-
er Development Council, which
represents minority-owned firms
that serve the country’s automotive
industry, took matters into its own
hands and worked to identify
lenders willing to help small
firms.

“The difference for minority
businesses is they can’t walk into a
bank and get the same treatment
and if anything, I believe COVID-
19 has exposed much of our dis-
parity,” said Michelle Sourie
Robinson, the council’s president
and CEO.

OneUnited Bank, the nation’s
largest black-owned bank,
announced its participation in the
Small Business Administration
program in April to help minority-
owned businesses gain access to
the stimulus funding.

“A lot of our customers as well
as businesses who are in the com-
munity, I’ve counted on one hand
the number that actually applied
and got funded,” said Teri
Williams, president and chief
operating officer. “Our communi-
ty was really getting shut out.”

On Thursday, the SBA
announced it was setting aside $10
billion exclusively for Community
Development Financial Institu-
tions, which work to expand eco-
nomic opportunity in minority and
other under-served communities.

Bernard Kanjoma and his
fiancée Jessika-Katherine Naranjo
Colina, who co-own the graphic
design and marketing firm Naran-
jo Designs, said they received an
$8,000 loan May 5.

Kanjoma, who emigrated to the
United States from Malawi, said
their 12-person team has seen an
80% drop in business but they’re
identifying creative ways to
weather the crisis.

“We have been heavily impact-
ed and it’s been challenging but |
felt like all the hardships that I
went through with immigration
and everything else to be where |
am now, this is something that is
just going to blow over,” Kanjoma
said.
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TuESDAY, JUNE 2, 2020

In accordance with Section 5(4) of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.265(4),
The Board of Zoning Appeals will hold its meetings by ZOOM. You can either call in or join by web.
We encourage the public to use one of the following:

The Telephone Numbers Are:

(312) 626-6799 or (213) 338-8477, Meeting ID: 927361025

If You Are Joining By Web The Link Is:

https.//cityofdetroit.zoom.us/s/927361025

If you need additional information regarding this meeting, you can contact either
James Ribbron: (313) 939-1405 or Thomina Davidson: (313) 451-2678

CITY OF DETROIT BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

9:15 A.M.
Case No.:
Location:
Legal Description of Property:

1-19

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

Tuesday, June 23, 2020

32 Monroe Ave. — Council District #6
S MONROE 50 THRU 47 PLAT OF SEC 6 GOVERNOR & JUDGES PLAN L34 P545 DEEDS, W

C R 1/53 THRU 1 PLAT OF LOTS 45 & 46 SEC 6 GOVERNOR & JUDGES PLAN L1 P68 PLATS,
W C R 1/17 44 & 43 W 19 FT 42 PLAT OF SEC 6 GOVERNOR & JUDGES PLAN L34 P545
DEEDS, W C R 1/5 1/---- 58,070 SQ FT

Proposal:

Robert McLean/Neumann Smith Architecture on behalf of Bedrock requests dimensional

variances to construct a 946,526 square foot High Rise Mixed-use Development with Residential structures, Retail and Office
(By-Right-Uses) in a B5 Zone (MAJOR BUSINESS DISTRICT). Sections: 50-4-131 Permitted dimensional variances and 50-4-

121 Approval Criteria.

10:15 A.M.

Case No.:

Location:

Legal Description of Property:

11-20 aka BSEED SLU 2020-00011
10001 W. Seven Mile Rd. — Council District #2
S SEVEN MILE RD 40 THRU 37 E 10 FT 36 EXCEPT SEVEN MILE ROAD AS WD HOPPERS

COLLEGE PARK SUB L47 P70 PLATS, W C R 16/407 107 X 86.16A

Proposal:

Dany Hamana requests permission to expand or modify a non-conforming Gas Station (Permit

#200404 August 25, 1932) by building a new non-conforming Gas Station w/Canopy in a 544 sq. ft. building, a 592 sq. ft. addition
on a 9,202 sq. ft. in a B2 Zone Local Business and Residential District. Sections: 50-15-7 — Board of Zoning Appeals, 50-15-
26 — Expansion or intensification of nonconforming uses and 50-15-27 - Required findings.

11:15 A.M.

Case No.:

Location:

Legal Description of Property:

12-20 aka BSEED SLU2019-00079
22100 Grand River — Council District #1
N GRAND RIVER ALL THAT PART OF SE 1/4 OF SEC9T 1S R 10 E DESC AS FOLS BEG

AT A PTE IN N LINE OF GRAND RIVER AVE 120 FT WD BG ALSO IN W LINE OF REDFORD
AVE 66 FT WD TH N 61D W 50.15 FT ALG SD N LINE TH N 28D 56M 40S E 74 FT TH N
61D W 78.84 FT TH N 28D 56M 30S E 109.18 FT TH S 61D E 106.36 FT TH S 22D 04M
20S W 184.56 FT ALG W LINE OF REDFORD AVE TO P O B 22/ --- 50.15 IRREG

Proposal:

Matthew Ward appeals the decision of the Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental

Department (SLU2019-00079) which DENIED the establishment of a Minor Motor Vehicle Repair Facility in an existing 7,092
sq. ft. bldg. in a B4 Zone General Business District. Sections: 50-15-7 — Board of Zoning Appeals, 50-15-26 — Expansion
or intensification of nonconforming uses and 50-15-27 — Required findings.

9:15 A.M.
Case No.:
Location:
Legal Description of Property:

Tuesday, June 30, 2020

15-20 aka BZA 2020-00009
2225 Wabash — Council District #6
W WABASH N 18 FT 33 S 14 FT OF N 32 FT OF E 81 FT 33 SUB OF GODFRQY FARM L1

P132 PLATS, W C R 10/24 32 IRREG

Proposal:

Timothy Flintoff requests dimensional variances to construct a 1,348 sq ft Two-Family home

on a 3,680 sq. ft. lot (BY-RIGHT) in an R2 Two-Family Residential District. Sections: 50-4-131 — Permitted dimensional

variances and 50-4-121 Approval Criteria.

Case No.:
Location:
Legal Description of Property:

16-20 aka BZA 2020-00008
2221 Wabash - Council District #6
W WABASH S 14 FT OF N 32 FT OF W 60.18 FT 33 S 18 FT 33 SUB OF GODFRQOY FARM L1

P132 PLATS, W C R 10/34 18 IRREG

Proposal:

Timothy Flintoff requests dimensional variances to Add a 567 sq. ft. addition to an existing

647 sq. ft. structure on a 3,366 sq. ft. lot (BY-RIGHT) in an R2-H Zone Two-Family Residential District-Historic. Sections: 50-4-
131 — Permitted dimensional variances and 50-4-121 Approval Criteria.

10:30 A.M.

Case No.:

Location:

Legal Description of Property:

14-20 aka BZASPR2019-0009
7250 Mack Ave. — Council District #5
S MACK PT OF PC 678 BOUNDED BY E GRAND BLVYD ON W MACK AVE ON N, FIELD AVE

ON E, AND E PRESTON ST AS EXT ON S, EXC N 255.1 FT OF W 190.73 FT THEREOF 164.48
IRREG 87,132 SQ FT SPLIT ON 12/11/2019 FROM 15000266

Proposal:

Brian Hurttienne requests dimensional variances to construct One Mixed-Use building totaling

30 Multi-family Dwellings and 2,623 sq. ft. of medical clinic space and three townhouse buildings with 1 Townhouse units; with
accessory parking approved w/condition by BSEED (PIN 15000266.001 and 15000266.002) (SPR2019-0009) (BY-RIGHT) in an
R5 Medium Density Residential District. Sections: 50-4-131 — Permitted dimensional variances and 50-4-121 Approval Criteria.

11:30 A.M.

Case No.:

Location:

Legal Description of Property:

Proposal:

13-20 aka BSEED SLU2019-00083
19646 W. Warren — Council District #7

N WARREN 319 & 318 SLOAN-WALSH WEST WARREN SUB L41 P56 PLATS, W C R 22/266 43
X 100

Bassam Hamood requests a waiver of spacing variance to establish Used Goods Dealer

approved w/conditions in BSEED (SLU2019-00083) in an existing 3,055 sq. ft. building in a B4 zone (General Business District).
Sections: 50-4-132 — Other variances and 50-4-121 Approval Criteria.

Until further notice, meetings will be held on ZOOM. Please see information above.

Notice to Handicapped Persons

Board of Zoning Appeals hearings are accessible to the handicapped. Any handicapped person needing special assistance
(other than transportation) in order to participate in this hearing must notify the Department of such need at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the hearing by email:

City of Detroit
Board of Zoning Appeals

Coleman A. Young Municipal Center

Two Woodward Avenue, Suite 212

Detroit, Michigan 48226
Phone: (313) 224-3595
Fax: (313) 224-4597

Email: boardofzoning@detroitmi.gov

Notice to the Hearing Impaired

With advance notice of seven calendar days, the City of Detroit will provide interpreter services at public meetings, including
language translation and reasonable ADA accommodations. Please contact the Civil Rights, Inclusion and Opportunity
Department at (313) 224-4950, through the TTY number 711, or email at crio@detroitmi.gov to schedule these services.

B.ZA. - 11

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT
To: SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 THE PEOPLE
OF THE CITY OF DETROIT, MICHI-
GAN.

On May 26, 2020, the Detroit City Council
passed the following Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter
12 of the 2019 Detroit City Code,
Community Development, Article
I, Community Advisory Councils,
Division 1, In General, Creation and
Dissolution of Community Advisory
Councils, by amending Section 12-2-
8, Community Advisory Councils
established or dissolved, to establish
the Community Advisory Council for
District 4.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-09
CHAPTER 12
ARTICLE Il

By COUNCIL PRESIDENT JONES:

AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter 12
of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Community
Development, Article 11, Community Advi-
sory Councils, Division 1, In General, Cre-
ation and Dissolution of Community Advi-
sory Councils, by amending Section 12-2-8,
Community Advisory Councils established
or dissolved, to establish the Community
Advisory Council for District 4.

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE PEO-
PLE OF THE CITY OF DETROIT THAT:

Section 1. Chapter 12 of the 2019 Detroit
City Code, Community Development, be
amended Article II, Community Advisory
Councils, Division 1, In General; Creation
and Dissolution of Community Advisory
Councils, Section 12-2-8 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 12.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
ARTICLE Il. COMMUNITY
ADVISORY COUNCILS

Division 1. In General; Creation and
Dissolution of Community Advisory
Councils.

Sec. 12-2-8. Community Advisory Coun-
cils established or dissolved.

(a) District 1. The Community Advisory
Council for District 1 has not yet been estab-
lished in accordance with Section 9-102 of
the Charter.

(b) District 2. The Community Advisory

Council for District 2 has not yet been estab-
lished in accordance with Section 9-102 of
the Charter.

(c) District 3. The Community Advisory
Council for District 3 has not yet been estab-
lished in accordance with Section 9-102 of
the Charter.

(d) District 4. The Community Advisory
Council for District 4;

(1) In accordance with Section 12-2-3 of
this Code:

a. After canvassing petitions that were
filed by qualified registered voters of the
district, the Department of Elections found
that at least ten percent of the qualified reg-
istered voters of the district who voted in the
November 7, 2017. Regular City Election in
the district signed the petitions: and

b. After receiving the report from the
Department of Elections, the City Council
found, through adoption of a resolution on
February 3, 2020, that at least ten percent of
the qualified registered voters of the district
who voted in the November 7. 2017 Regular
City Election in the district have signed the
petitions.

(2) Because the requirements of Section
12-2-3 of this Code have been met, the Com-
munity Advisory Council for District 4 is
established.

(e) District 5. The Community Advisory
Council for District 5 has not yet been estab-
lished in accordance with Section 9-102 of
the Charter.

(f) District 6. The Community Advisory
Council for District 6 has not yet been estab-
lished in accordance with Section 9-102 of
the Charter.

(g) District 7. The Community Advisory
Council for District 7:

(1) In accordance with Section 12-2-3 of
this Code:

a. After canvassing petitions that were
filed by qualified registered voters of the
district, the Department of Elections found
that at least ten percent of the qualified reg-
istered voters of the district who voted in the
November 5, 2013 Regular City Election in
the district signed the petitions; and

b. After receiving the report from the
Department of Elections the City Council
found, through adoption of a resolution on

September 16, 2014, that at least ten percent
of the qualified registered voters of the district
who voted in the November 5, 2013 Regular
City Election in the district have signed the
petitions.

(2) Because the requirements of Section
12-2-3 of this Code have been met, the Com-
munity Advisory Council for District 7 is
established.

Section 2. All ordinances, or parts of ordi-
nances, that conflict with this ordinance are
repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance is declared nec-
essary for the preservation of the public peace,
health, safety, and welfare of the People of the
City of Detroit.

Section 4. Where this ordinance is passed
by a two thirds (2/3) majority of City Council
Members serving, it shall be given immediate
effect and shall become effective upon pub-
lication in accordance with Section 4-118(1)
of the 2012 Detroit City Charter. Where this
ordinance is passed by less than two thirds
(2/3) majority of City Council Members serv-
ing, it shall become effective thirty (30) days
after publication in accordance with Section
4-118(2) of the 2012 Detroit City Charter.
Approved as to form:

LAWRENCE T. GARCIA

Corporation Counsel

(J.C.C. Page ) February 18, 2020
Passed: May 26, 2020
Approved: May 27, 2020
Published: June 2, 2020
Effective:  June 2, 2020
JANICE M. WINFREY
City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Proposed Ordinance to Amend Chapter 50
of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Zoning,
By Amending Article lll, Review and Approval of
Procedures (Part 1), Division 5, Site Plan Review, Etc.,

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 50 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Zoning, by
amending Article Ill, Review and Approval of Procedures (Part 1), Division 5, Site
Plan Review, Subdivision A, In General, Section 50-3-113, Subdivision B, Submission
Requirements, Section 50-3-135, Proposed Site Plan, and Subdivision D, Approval
Criteria, Section 50-3-180, Criteria; aesthetics; Division 6, Special District Review,
Section 50-3-227, Report and recommendation; Division 10, Condominium Subdivsions,
Section 50-3-482, Compliance with subdivision regulations required; Article IV,
Review and Approval Procedures (part 2), Division 2, Temporary Use Permits, etc.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer's “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order (EO 2020-42)
went into effect on Thursday, April 9, 2020. Therefore, Detroit City Council will be
meeting virtually using videoconferencing on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 12:15 p.m.
for a Public Hearing in the Planning and Economic Development Committee. This action
is being taken in accordance with Governor Whitmer's Executive Order 2020-48, which
allows electronic meetings for legislative bodies.

This Public Hearing may be viewed in the following manner.

1. Watch via television
* Comcast Channel 10
« ATT: From Channel 99, click Detroit, then Channel 10
2. Watch online by using https:/detroitmi.gov/government/city-council and clicking
on Channel 10.
3. To attend by phone only, call one of these numbers:
+1-929-436-2866, +1-312-626-6799, +1-669-900-6833, +1-253-215-8782,
+1-301-715-8592, or +1-346-248-7799 Enter Meeting ID: 330332554##
4. To attend online: https://cityofdetroit.zoom.us/j/330332554

Public Comment:
To participate at the time of Public Comment, please raise your hand within the
zoom application.
1. Telephone participants: Raise your hand by pressing *9
2. Web participants: Raise your hand by clicking raise hand in the application or
pressing
a. Windows computer = [ALT] + [Y]
b. Apple computers = [OPTION] + [Y]

To be consistent with how Public Comment has been handled for in-person meetings:

* You will be called on in the order in which your hand is raised.

« All time limits set by the meeting Chair will still be enforced.

« Any hands raised after the Chair ends submission of public comments, will not be
able to speak at the meeting.

All interested persons are invited to be present and be heard as to their views.
Persons making oral presentations are encouraged to submit written copies to the
City Clerk's Office CityClerkHelpDesk@detroitmi.gov via e-mail, for the record.

If interpretation or translation services are needed, call The Department of
Civil Rights, Inclusion & Opportunity at 313-224-4950. (PI call at least 3
business days prior to the session.)

City Clerk - 69

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Proposed Ordinance to Amend Chapter 40,
of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Sales,
By Amending Article |, Auctions and Auctioneers,
Division 1, Generally, Section 40-1-12,
Use of Musical Instruments, Flags, Etc.,

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 40 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Sales, by
Amending Article I, Auctions and Auctioneers, Division 1, Generally, Section 40-1-12,
Use of musical instruments, flags, etc., noise to attract attention prohibited, to conform
certain auctioneer sign requirements to the proposed Chapter 4, Advertising and
signs.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer's “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order (EO 2020-42)
went into effect on Thursday, April 9, 2020. Therefore, Detroit City Council will be
meeting virtually using videoconferencing on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 12:30 p.m.
for a Public Hearing in the Planning and Economic Development Committee. This action
is being taken in accordance with Governor Whitmer's Executive Order 2020-48, which
allows electronic meetings for legislative bodies.

This Public Hearing may be viewed in the following manner.

1. Watch via television
* Comcast Channel 10
« ATT: From Channel 99, click Detroit, then Channel 10
2. Watch online by using https./detroitmi.gov/government/city-council and clicking
on Channel 10.
3. To attend by phone only, call one of these numbers:
+1-929-436-2866, +1-312-626-6799, +1-669-900-6833, +1-253-215-8782,
+1-301-715-8592, or +1-346-248-7799 Enter Meeting ID: 330332554##
4. To attend online: https://cityofdetroit.zoom.us/j/330332554

Public Comment:
To participate at the time of Public Comment, please raise your hand within the
zoom application.
1. Telephone participants: Raise your hand by pressing *9
2. Web participants: Raise your hand by clicking raise hand in the application or
pressing
a. Windows computer = [ALT] + [Y]
b. Apple computers = [OPTION] + [Y]

To be consistent with how Public Comment has been handled for in-person meetings:

* You will be called on in the order in which your hand is raised.

+ All time limits set by the meeting Chair will still be enforced.

» Any hands raised after the Chair ends submission of public comments, will not be
able to speak at the meeting.

All interested persons are invited to be present and be heard as to their views.
Persons making oral presentations are encouraged to submit written copies to the
City Clerk's Office CityClerkHelpDesk@detroitmi.gov via e-mail, for the record.

If interpretation or translation services are needed, call The Department of
Civil Rights, Inclusion & Opportunity at 313-224-4950. (Please call at least 3
business days prior to the session.)

City Clerk - 70

NEW FAX NUMBER
FOR
DETROIT
LEGAL NEWS
PUBLICATIONS,
CANCELLATIONS
AND
CORRECTIONS IS:

(248)589-1823

NOTICE OF HEARING

Public Notice Is Hereby Given, To owners and residents of property within 300 feet of locations listed, that the owners of the
following listed properties have requested a Building Permit to use such properties as indicated:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Request for Commercial Rehabilitation District in Area of 1009
Cass Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226, in Accordance with
Public Act 210 of 2005 (Petition #1032)

SUMMARY

Public Hearing request on behalf of Basco of Michigan, Inc. (Petition #1032), to
establish a Commercail Rehabilitation District in area of 1009 Cass Avenue, Detroit,
Michigan 48226, in accordance with Public Act 210 of 2005.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer's “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order (EO 2020-42)
went into effect on Thursday, April 9, 2020. Therefore, Detroit City Council will be
meeting virtually using videoconferencing on Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 11:20 a.m.
for a Public Hearing in the Planning and Economic Development Committee. This action
is being taken in accordance with Governor Whitmer's Executive Order 2020-48, which
allows electronic meetings for legislative bodies.

This Public Hearing may be viewed in the following manner.

« Watch via television
* Comcast Channel 10
» ATT: From Channel 99, click Detroit, then Channel 10
* Watch online by using https.//detroitmi.gov/government/city-council and clicking
on Channel 10.
« To attend by phone only, call one of these numbers:
+1-929-436-2866, +1-312-626-6799, +1-669-900-6833, +1-253-215-8782,
+1-301-715-8592, or +1-346-248-7799 Enter Meeting ID: 330332554##
« To attend online: https.//cityofdetroit.zoom.us/j/330332554

Public Comment:
To participate at the time of Public Comment, please raise your hand within the
zoom application.
+ Telephone participants: Raise your hand by pressing *9
» Web participants: Raise your hand by clicking raise hand in the application or
pressing
* Windows computer = [ALT] + [Y]
» Apple computers = [OPTION] + [Y]

To be consistent with how Public Comment has been handled for in-person meetings:

* You will be called on in the order in which your hand is raised.

« All time limits set by the meeting Chair will still be enforced.

* Any hands raised after the Chair ends submission of public comments, will not be
able to speak at the meeting.

All interested persons are invited to be present and be heard as to their views.
Persons making oral presentations are encouraged to submit written copies to the
City Clerk's Office CityClerkHelpDesk@detroitmi.gov via e-mail, for the record.

If interpretation or translation services are needed, call The Department of
Civil Rights, Inclusion & Opportunity at 313-224-4950. (Pl call at least 3
business days prior to the session.)

JANICE M. WINFREY,
CITY CLERK

City Clerk - 71

CANCELLATION OF PUBLIC HEARING

Proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 50 of the
2019 Detroit City Code, Zoning, Article XVIl, Zoning District Maps,
by amending Section 50-17-20, District Map No. 18,
to show an R3 (Low Density Residential) etc.,

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 50 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Zoning,
Article XVII, Zoning District Maps, by amending Section 50-17-20, District Map No. 18,
to show an R3 (Low Density Residential) zoning classification where an R2 (Two-Family
Residential District) zoning classification is currently shown at 20000 Dequindre
Avenue, generally located on the east side of Dequindre Avenue between East
Outer Drive and Remington Avenue.)

Governor Gretchen Whitmer's “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order (EO 2020-42)
went into effect on Thursday, April 9, 2020. Therefore, Detroit City Council will be
meeting virtually using videoconferencing on Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 11:20 a.m.
for a Public Hearing in the Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee.
This action is being taken in accordance with Governor Whitmer's Executive Order
2020-48, which allows electronic meetings for legislative bodies.

This Public Hearing may be viewed in the following manner.

1. Watch via television
» Comcast Channel 10
« ATT: From Channel 99, click Detroit, then Channel 10
2. Watch online by using https://detroitmi.gov/government/city-council and clicking
on Channel 10.
3. To attend by phone only, call one of these numbers:
+1-929-436-2866, +1-312-626-6799, +1-669-900-6833, +1-253-215-8782,
+1-301-715-8592, or +1-346-248-7799 Enter Meeting ID: 330332554##
4. To attend online: https.//cityofdetroit.zoom.us/j/330332554

Public Comment:
To participate at the time of Public Comment, please raise your hand within the
zoom application.
1. Telephone participants: Raise your hand by pressing *9
2. Web participants: Raise your hand by clicking raise hand in the application or
pressing
a. Windows computer = [ALT] + [Y]
b. Apple computers = [OPTION] + [Y]

To be consistent with how Public Comment has been handled for in-person meetings:

« You will be called on in the order in which your hand is raised.

« All time limits set by the meeting Chair will still be enforced.

* Any hands raised after the Chair ends submission of public comments, will not be
able to speak at the meeting.

All interested persons are invited to be present and be heard as to their views.
Persons making oral presentations are encouraged to submit written copies to the
City Clerk's Office CityClerkHelpDesk@detroitmi.gov via e-mail, for the record.

If interpretation or translation services are needed, call The Department of
Civil Rights, Inclusion & Opportunity at 313-224-4950. (Pl call at least 3
business days prior to the session.)

JANICE M. WINFREY,
CITY CLERK
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LEGAL NOTICES

All real estate advertised herein is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise any prefer-

B&SE Ordinance Owner/ ence, limitation, or discrimination based on
Case # Address Legal Description Proposed Use Nos. Applicant  (ace, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial
Scheduled for 9:00 A.M. status, or national origin, or intention to
SLU2019- 7891 & 7903 LONG LEGAL DESCRIPTION Add 36 Multiple-Family Dwelling ~ 50-3-241, Michael make any such preference, limitation, or
00209 E. Jefferson AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST units and retail space to an 50-9-110(4) and Higgins discrimination. )
Ave. existing 87,996 square foot 50-12-162 We will not knowingly accept any advertis-
parking garage and renovate ing for real estate which is in violation of the
an existing 5,942 square foot law. All persons are hereby informed that
building (White House) to all dwellings advertised are available on an
accommodate six Multiple- equal opportunity basis.
Family Dwelli_ng units in.a B4
EDG_etn_e{a' Slﬁélf;?%%)oggglgg Complete and up-to-date legal
1%880‘4(9) : publication forms are available
without charge. FOR PUBLICA-
Scheduled for 9:45 A.M. TION SERVICE IN WAYNE, OAK-
SLU2019- 3503 Cicotte W CICOTTE 301 CICOTTE GILBERT Establish a Neighborhood Center, 50-3-241, Nathan W. LAND or MACOMB COUNTIES,
00220 St. & BARKUMES SUBDIVISION LIBER Non-profit with accessory 50-8-51(4) and  Wright Call (248) 577-6100.
3 PAGE 19 PLATS, W.C.R. 18/211 offices and two living quarters in ~ 50-12-187
42 X 147 a vacant two-story, multiple- . .
family building in an R2 (Two- FlrSt IHSEI’thH
Family Residential) Zoning
Tatri . NOTICE TO CREDITORS
District. (PIN: 18010546) Decedent’s Trust Estate
Scheduled for 10:30 A.M. V?/ZQL'IEEOF MICHIGAN — COUNTY OF
SPR2019- 13033 E. N SEVEN MILE RD E 6 THRU 1 Construct a 901 square foot 50-3-241, EGI Inc. Estate of ANNA LOUISE RUTHER-
00041 Seven Mile DRENNAN & SELDONS ROSELAND addition to an existing 1,300 50-9-112(23) FORD. Decedent. Date of birth:
Rd. SUBDIVISION LIBER 53 PAGE 30  square foot Motor Vehicle Filling and 05/05/1939 ’ '
PLATS W.C.R. 21/865 132.78 X 90  Station in a B4 (General 50-12-265(2) .
] ; e . TO ALL CREDITORS:
Business) Zoning District. (PIN: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
21021059-63) cedent, ANNA LOUISE RUTHERFORD,
died on 03/21/2020.
Scheduled for 11:15 A.M. Creditors of the decedent are notified
SLU2019- 16146 and  LONG LEGAL DESCRIPTION Establish an Outdoor Recreation ~ 50-3-241, Elizabeth that all claims against the Trust will be
00212 16156 AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST Facility on existing vacant land  50-8-21(6) and  Terrell forever barred unless presented to Robin
Turner St. in an R1 (Single-Family 50-12-188 E. Young, named Successor Trustee,

Residential) Zoning District.

(PIN: 16027456-58)
ZOOM MEETING ID: 913-8069-2722

Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. in Room 401, Coleman A. Young Municipal Center, Two
Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226. Any owner or resident of property within 300 feet of the subject property (or
his/her duly authorized representative) may express his/her comments, statements, or opinions concerning the proposed land

use at this hearing.

Notice to Handicapped Persons

B&SE hearings are accessible to the handicapped. Any handicapped person needing special assistance (other than
transportation) in order to participate in this hearing must notify the Department of such need at least forty-eight (48) hours

prior to the hearing by writing:

Hearing Officer

Room 401, City-County Building
Two Woodward Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48226

Building & Safety - 21

DIAL IN NUMBER: 1-267-831-0333

within 4 months after the date of publica-
tion of this notice.
Date: May 28, 2020
RICHARD T. GRAHAM P45449
32437 Five Mile
Livonia, Ml 48154
313-387-5280
Robin E. Young
Successor Trustee
14394 Fenton
Redford, M1 48239
313-387-2409
(6-2)

PROCLAMATION
Let it Be Known that, MUQARRABAH
MIYZAAN is a member of the League of
Indian Nations of North America, and
subject to the National Indian Govern-
ment.

Miygaan—-Bey Muqgarrabah Tribal ID#

B000101742 is a subject of the National

ADVERTISING POLICIES

Advertiser shall indemnify and save Publisher harmless from any loss or expense, including reasonable attorney
fees, resulting from claims or suits based on the content of the copy submitted to Publisher or published.
Failure to publish copy as ordered or material typographical errors by Publisher shall entitle advertiser to credit for
actual space of error, which credit shall be the sole remedy to advertiser.
Publisher reserves the right, at its absolute discretion and at any time, to reject any advertising copy,
it has been previously acknowledged and/or published.

Indian Government, one that owes allegi-

ance to the sovereign and is governed by

her laws.

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction in Morocco

Proclamation Form 42820-A100539
(6-2)3D

whether or not

(Continued on Page 7)
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First Insertion

FILE NO. 2019-847098-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN - PROBATE

COURT - COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of BRUCE A. PING. Date of Birth:
12/29/1957
TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, BRUCE A. PING, died March 31,
2019
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Gloria
Estrada, personal representative, or to
both the probate court at 1221 Coleman
A. Young Municipal Center, 2 Woodward
Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226, and the per-
sonal representative within 4 months after
the date of publication of this notice.
Date: June 1, 2020
Gloria Estrada
Personal Representative
12348 Bedford Dr.
Southgate, Ml 48195
734-624-4992

(6-2)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Trust Estate

STATE OF MICHIGAN, Probate Court,
County of Wayne - JOHN A. SAMPLE
AND CAROL A. SAMPLE JOINT LIVING
TRUST, U/T/A 8-11-04. Date of birth: 5-3-
44
TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, CAROL A. SAMPLE, died 4-28-
2020.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the Trust will be
forever barred unless presented to Brian
C. Sample, named Successor Trustee
within 4 months after the date of publica-
tion of this notice.
Date: 5-29-2020
JULIE L. DUNBAR, P48162
4420 Jackson Rd., Ste. 102
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
734-669-0603
Brian C. Sample
Successor Trustee
5615 James Gunnell Lane
Alexandria, VA 22310
703-477-8683

(6-2)

PUBLICATION NOTICE

Decedent’s Estate/Trust
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:
NOTICE: Elizabeth R. Gemberling,
Trustee of the Carolyn B. Tower Revoc-
able Living Trust, dated September 14,
1992. Carolyn B. Tower died on May 3,
2020. Carolyn B. Tower lived at 46968
Curtis Rd., Northville, Ml 48168 and her
date of birth was July 28, 1934.
Creditors with existing claims against
Carolyn B. Tower are notified that all
claims against the Trust will be forever
barred unless presented to the Suc-
cessor Trustee, within four months after
the date of publication of this notice. No-
tice is further given that the Trust will then
be assigned to entitled persons.
Date: May 29, 2020
Diana P. Moak, Attorney
6905 Telegraph Road, Ste. 125
Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48301
248-644-7222
Elizabeth R. Gemberling, Trustee
12304 Campillo Ct.
San Diego, CA 92128
858-613-0037

(6-2)

FILE NO. 20-101434-NC
PUBLICATION OF
NOTICE OF HEARING
NAME CHANGE
STATE OF MICHIGAN THIRD JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT WAYNE COUNTY
In the matter of CHALIL MILLER-
CROSS
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS in-
cluding:
Gabreil Lashawn Cross and Kevin
Charles
whose address(es) is/are unknown and
whose interest in the matter may be
barred or affected by the following:
TAKE NOTICE: A Zoom hearing will be
held on JUNE 29, 2020 at 12:30 pm be-
fore Judge Kathleen McCarthy for the fol-
lowing purpose:
Petition to change the name from:
CHALIL MILLER-CROSS
TO: JAYDEN MILLER-CROSS
The Zoom hearing can be entered by go-
ing to www.3rdcc.org/zoom and selecting
“Join Meeting” of the Assigned Judge lis-
ted under the Family Division — Domestic
tab.
Date 5-29-20
ALEXANDRIA TAYLOR, P75271
19 Clifford Street
Detroit, Ml 48226
313-960-4339
Kevin Charles
Petitioner
6143 Tree Tops Dr.
Romulus, M1 48174
(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-857125-GM
Judge David Baxton
PUBLICATION OF
NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN — Probate Court
County of Wayne
In the matter of COREY ANDREW
MICOL ALEMAN, Minor
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS in-
cluding:
Donald Aleman
whose address(es) is/are unknown and
whose interest in this matter may be
barred or affected by the following:
TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 8:30 a.m.
in Room #1301 Coleman A. Young Muni-
cipal Center, 2 Woodward Avenue, De-
troit, Michigan 48226, before Judge Dav-
id Braxton, for the following purpose:
FGM Petition to Appoint Guardian of a
Minor
Date: 05/28/2020
Elsie E. Morgan
Petitioner
36500 Marquette St Apt 419
Westland, M| 48185
734-740-4469

(6-2)

JOSEPH V. SWISHER LIVING TRUST,
U/A/D 1/11/05,

AS AMENDED, NOW IRREVOCABLE
TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, Joseph V. Swisher, lived at 205
Francis Rd., Howell, M| 48843

Date of Birth: January 12, 1932

Date of Death: April 18, 2020

There is no probate estate for the de-
cedent.

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the decedent or the
trust estate will be forever barred unless
presented to:

Catherine M. Victor, Trustee

794 Lorraine

Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

within four (4) months of the publication
of this notice.

ANTHEA E. PAPISTA (P48027)
Attorney for Trustee, Catherine M. Victor
One Woodward Ave., Ste. 2400

Detroit, Michigan 48226

(313) 965-1688

Dated: May 18, 2020

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2018-834059-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN - PROBATE

COURT - COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of DARRELL LEE BAKER, De-
ceased. Date of Birth: June 24, 1952
TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, DARRELL LEE BAKER, died
December 24, 2017
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Char-
lene Taylor, personal representative, or to
both the probate court at 2 Woodward
Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226, and the per-
sonal representative within 4 months after
the date of publication of this notice.
Date: 5/29/2020
THAV, RYKE AND ASSOCIATES
JAMIE R. RYKE, P56503
24725 W. 12 Mile Rd. Ste. 110
Southfield, MI 48034
248-945-1111
Charlene Taylor
Personal Representative
6037 Great Lakes Dr.
Holly, MI 48442
248-613-7083

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-856464-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN - PROBATE

COURT - COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of FRANCES JOSEPH BOKS,
Decedent. Date of Birth: 12/27/1959
TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, FRANCES JOSEPH BOKS, De-
cedent died 03/03/2020.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Larry
J. Boks, personal representative, or to
both the probate court at 2 Woodward
Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226, and the
named personal representative within 4
months after the date of publication of
this notice.
Date: 05/09/2020
Robert D. Paulbeck P41716
2615 West Jefferson Avenue
Trenton, Ml 48183
734-692-3225
Larry J. Boks
Personal Representative
3756 Davison Lake Road
Ortonville, Ml 48462
586-214-2762

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-857,068-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN - PROBATE

COURT - COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of JANET ANNE DAWSON, De-
ceased Date of Birth: 05/12/1929
TO ALL CREDITORS:*
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, JANET ANNE DAWSON, died
04/05/2020.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to John
E. Dawson, personal representative, or to
both the probate court at 2 Woodward
Avenue, Detroit, and the personal repres-
entative within 4 months after the date of
publication of this notice.
Date: June 2, 2020
Kimberly Crank Browning P75909
1301 W. Long Lake Rd., Ste. 340
Troy, Ml 48098
248-641-7070
John E. Dawson
Personal Representative
1723 West Alameda Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
505-983-6124

(6-2)

CASE NO. 17-001474N-JACKET
PETITION NO. 17-003447-NA
PUBLICATION OF HEARING

STATE OF MICHIGAN THIRD JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT - FAMILY DIVISION
WAYNE COUNTY

Court address: 1025 East Forest, Detroit,
MI 48207 Court telephone no.: 313-833-
5600

1. In the matter of: LaReign Chrishauna
Massey

DOB- 12/04/2017

A hearing will be conducted by the court:
on 06/24/2020 at 10:00 AM

in Lincoln Hall of Justice

1025 East Forest

Detroit, Ml 48207

1-D LHJ

before: Raeigen L. Evans Bar no. 66884
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that
Takeila Sharmire Hogan, Mother of
LaReign Chrishauna Massey
LaShaun Chris Massey, or Biological
Father(s) of LaReign Chrishauna Massey
personally appear before the court at the
place stated above.

Notice to parent:

This hearing may result in the termina-
tion of your parental rights.

(6-2)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
DECEDENT’S TRUST
DECEDENT, MARGARET F.
KOBERNIK
The Margaret F. Kobernik Revocable
Living Trust, Dated September 17, 2004
Date of Birth: February 24, 1948

To All Creditors:
Notice to creditors: The decedent, Mar-
garet F. Kobernik, who lived at 18392
University Park Dr., Livonia, Ml 48152
died May 2, 2020. The decedent, Grant-
or, established The Margaret F. Kobernik
Revocable Living Trust, Dated Septem-
ber 17, 2004. Creditors of the decedent
are notified that all claims against the es-
tate and trust will be forever barred un-
less presented to Nancy J. Gregg 38751
Kingsbury Court, Livonia, Michigan 48154
(734) 620-1891 within 4 months after the
date of publication of this notice.
Trustee: Nancy J. Gregg
38751 Kingsbury Court
Livonia, Michigan 48154
(734) 620-1891
Attorney for Trustee: Nancy J. Gregg:
Law Offices of Benjamin T. Vader,
P.L.L.C.
C/O Andrew J. Thomas
30500 Van Dyke Ave., STE. 100
Warren, MI 48093
(586) 268-4463

(6-2)

CASE NO. 19-001006N-JACKET
PETITION NO. 19-001464-NA
PUBLICATION OF HEARING

STATE OF MICHIGAN THIRD JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT — FAMILY DIVISION
WAYNE COUNTY

Court address: 1025 East Forest, Detroit,
MI 48207 Court telephone no.: 313-833-
5600

1. In the matter of: Nathaniel Gregory
Rusell Burnett

DOB- 04/06/2003

A hearing will be conducted by the court:
on 06/23/2020 at 1:30 PM

in Lincoln Hall of Justice

1025 East Forest

Detroit, Ml 48207

1-1 LHJ

before: Sean Kerman Bar no. 49331

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that
Tonya Lynette Burnett, Mother of Nath-
aniel Gregory Rusell Burnett

Gregory Michael Burnett, or Biological
Father(s) of Nathaniel Gregory Rusell
Burnett

personally appear before the court at the
place stated above.

Notice to parent:

This hearing may result in the termina-
tion of your parental rights.

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-857140-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE

COURT COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of Mary Helen Johnson, De-
ceased Date of Birth: June 18, 1919
TO ALL CREDITORS: *
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, Mary Helen Johnson, Deceased,
died November 7, 2019.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Rosie
Luke, personal representative, or to both
the probate court at 2 Woodward Ave,
Detroit, Ml 48226 and the personal rep-
resentative within 4 months after the date
of publication of this notice.
Date June 1, 2020

The Probate Pro, PLC (https://TheProb-
atePro.com)
Darren Findling P51350
414 W. Fifth Street
Royal Oak, M| 48067
(248) 399-3300
Rosie Luke
Personal representative
437 Alger
Detroit, Ml 48202
(313) 205-0225

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-857,040-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN - PROBATE

COURT - COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of ROSE MARIE HODNICKI, de-
ceased. Date of birth: 12/18/1933

TO ALL CREDITORS:*

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, ROSE MARIE HODNICKI, died
2/9/2020.

Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Wal-
ter F. Wroblewski, personal representat-
ive, or to both the probate court at 1300
CAYMC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Detroit,
MI 48226, and the named/proposed per-
sonal representative within 4 months after
the date of publication of this notice.
Date: 5/29/2020
Kevin M. Gilhool
Attorney

2409 Fort Street
Wyandotte, Ml 48192
(734) 285-9040

Walter F. Wroblewski
Personal Representative
10747 Westlake

Taylor, M1 48180

P52565

(6-2)

FILE NO. 2020-856943-DE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate
STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE

COURT COUNTY OF WAYNE
Estate of Sunday Joann Spence Date of
Birth 04/06/1947
TO ALL CREDITORS: *
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The de-
cedent, Sunday Joann Spence, died June
8, 2019.
Creditors of the decedent are notified
that all claims against the estate will be
forever barred unless presented to Sheri
Lynn Kulczycki , personal representative,
or to both the probate court at 1307 CAY-
MC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Ml
48226 and the personal representative
within 4 months after the date of publica-
tion of this notice.
Date May 29, 2020

James C. Warr P47001
24500 Northwestern Hwy., Suite 205
Southfield, MI 48075
248-357-5860
Sheri Lynn Kulczycki
Personal representative
3141 Denton Road
Canton, MI 48188
734-578-2962

(6-2)

Notice of Foreclosure by Advertisement
Notice is given under section 3212 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction sale to the
highest bidder for cash or cashier's check
at the place of holding the circuit court in
Wayne County, starting promptly at 11:00
AM, on July 16, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater on the
day of sale. Placing the highest bid at the
sale does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear ownership of
the property. A potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge a fee for this
information:

Name(s) of the mortgagor(s): Francis S
Birch And Mary Birch, His Wife

Original Mortgagee: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for lender and
lender's successors and/or assigns
Foreclosing Assignee (if any): PHH Mort-
gage Corporation

Date of Mortgage: November 14, 2013
Date of Mortgage Recording: December
9, 2013

Amount claimed due on date of notice:
$31,953.47

Description of the mortgaged premises:
Situated in City of Detroit, Wayne County,
Michigan, and described as: Lot 146,
Hannan's Ferndale Subdivision, as recor-
ded in Liber 30, Page 41 of Plats, Wayne
County Records.

Common street address (if any): 2002 N
Green St, Detroit, Ml 48209-1850

The redemption period shall be 6 months
from the date of such sale, unless de-
termined abandoned in accordance with
MCL 600.3241a; or, if the subject real
property is used for agricultural purposes
as defined by MCL 600.3240(16).

If the property is sold at foreclosure sale
under Chapter 32 of the Revised Ju-
dicature Act of 1961, pursuant to MCL
600.3278 the borrower will be held re-
sponsible to the person who buys the
property at the mortgage foreclosure sale
or to the mortgage holder for damaging
the property during the redemption peri-
od.

Attention homeowner: If you are a milit-
ary service member on active duty, if your
period of active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you have been
ordered to active duty, please contact the
attorney for the party foreclosing the
mortgage at the telephone number stated
in this notice.

This notice is from a debt collector.

Date of notice: June 2, 2020

Trott Law, P.C.

31440 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 145
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

(248) 642-2515

1416021
(06-02)(06-23)

PROCLAMATION
Let it Be Known that, SHEILA MARIA
THOMPKINS is a member of the League
of Indian Nations of North America, and
subject to the National Indian Govern-
ment.
THOMPKINS EI Tribal ID# T000101741
is a subject of the National Indian Gov-
ernment, one that owes allegiance to the
sovereign and is governed by her laws.
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction in Morocco
Proclamation Form 42820-A100539
(6-2)3D

RICHELLE C. LESTER 53383
24901 Northwestern Hwy Ste 302
Southfield, Ml 48075-2207
Case No. 20-101103-DM
Hon. Helal A. Farhat
SUMMONS

STATE OF MICHIGAN, Third Judicial
Circuit, Wayne County, Court address: 2
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Ml 48226. Court
telephone no.: 313-224-5176
HAIRSTON, NINA A.

Plaintiff,

Vvs.
HAIRSTON, GEORGE M.
Defendant.

SUMMONS
NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: In the
name of the people of the State of
Michigan you are notified:
1. You are being sued.
2. YOU HAVE 21 DAYS after receiving
this summons and a copy of the com-
plaint to file a written answer with the
court and serve a copy on the other party
or take other lawful action with the court
(28 days if you were served by mail or
you were served outside this state).
3. If you do not answer or take other ac-
tion within the time allowed, judgment
may be entered against you for the relief
demanded in the complaint.
4. If you require special accommoda-
tions to use the court because of a disab-
ility or if you require a foreign language
interpreter to help you fully participate in
court proceedings, please contact the
court immediately to make arrangements.
Issue date 1/29/2020
Expiration date* 4/29/2020
Court clerk Victoria Palmer
Cathy M. Garrett-Wayne County Clerk
*This summons is invalid unless served
on or before its expiration date. This doc-
ument must be sealed by the seal of the
court.

RICHELLE C. LESTER P53383

Law Office of Richelle C. Lester, PLLC

Attorney for Plaintiff

17520 W. 12 Mile Rd., Suite 211

Southfield, Ml 48076

(248) 915-8990

attorneyrichelle@gmail.com

Case No: 20-101103 - DM

Judge:

STATE OF MICHIGAN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE

COUNTY OF WAYNE

NINA A. HAIRSTON,

Plaintiff

Vs
GEORGE M. HAIRSTON,

Defendant

A civil action between these parties or
other parties arising out of the transac-
tion or occurrence alleged in the Com-
plaint was filed in the Wayne County Cir-
cuit Court, Case Number 19-100399 PP
before the Honorable Judge Lynn Pierce.
This case is remains open. A criminal ac-
tion between these parties arising out of
the transaction or occurrence alleged in
the Complaint was filed in 19-04620201
SM before the Honorable Judge Austin
Garrett. This case is no longer pending.
VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE
Plaintiff, NINA A. HAIRSTON, by and
through her attorney, Law Office of
Richelle C. Lester PLLC, respectfully
states:

1. That on or about September 18, 1999,
Plaintiff was legally married to Defendant,
George M. Hairston, at Detroit, Michigan,
by a person authorized to solemnize mar-
riages, and that the name of the Wife pre-
vious to this marriage was Nina Harris.
The husband's name prior to this mar-
riage was: George M. Hairston.

2. That Plaintiff now is and has been a
resident of the State of Michigan for a
period of more than 180 continuous days
and of the County of Wayne for more
than ten continuous days immediately
preceding the filing of this Complaint for
Divorce.

3. That Plaintiff and Defendant have co-
habited as husband and wife until approx-
imately November 8, 2019.

4. That there has been a breakdown in
the marriage relationship to the extent
that the objects of matrimony have been
destroyed and there remains no reason-
able likelihood that the marriage can be
preserved.

5. That there is one children of the
parties, namely:

GRACE HAIRSTON, DOB 04/28/2002,
Age: 17

6. The child has lived at the following ad-
dress(es) during the last five years:
18645 Muirland, Detroit, Michigan 48221,
and a confidential address (due to a
PPO).

7. That the Wife is not pregnant.

8. That Plaintiff desires that both Plaintiff
and Defendant be awarded joint legal and
that Plaintiff be awarded sole physical
custody; and that Plaintiff is a fit and
proper persons to receive physical cus-
tody. Further that Defendant be allowed
reasonable parenting.

9. Both Plaintiff and Defendant are cap-
able of financially supporting the minor
child.

10. The parties consent, request and
agree to opt out of Friend of the Court
Services because the minor child is 17
years old, will be an adult in 3 months
and will graduate from high school in
May, 2020.

11. The parties have assets and debts
that need to be divided.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for the fol-
lowing relief:

a. That the marriage between the parties
be dissolved and a divorce from the
bonds of matrimony be decreed.

b. That legal custody of the minor chil-
dren be awarded to both Plaintiff and De-
fendant; that Plaintiff be awarded sole
physical custody; that Defendant be
ordered to reasonable parenting time.
That the parties opt out of Friend of the
Court Services.

c. That the Court issue a Judgment that
equitably divides all assets and debts of
the parties.

d. That the Court order other relief that is
fair and just.

| declare that the statements above are
true to the best of my information, know-
ledge, and

belief.

NINA A. HAIRSTON

Dated: January 17, 2020

Respectfully Submitted,

RICHELLE C. LESTER P53383

Law Office of Richelle C. Lester, PLLC
24901 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 302
Southfield MI 48075

(248) 915-8990
attorneyrichelle@gmail.com

RICHELLE C. LESTER P53383
Law Office of Richelle C. Lester, PLLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
17520 W. 12 Mile Rd., Suite 211
Southfield, Ml 48076
(248) 915-8990
attorneyrichelle@gmail.com
Case No: 20-101103 - DM

Judge: Helal A. Farhat

STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE
COUNTY OF WAYNE
NINA A. HAIRSTON,
Plaintiff
Vs
GEORGE M. HAIRSTON,
Defendant
ORDER FOR SUBSTITUTED SERVICE
At a session of said Court, in the City of
Detroit, County of
Oakland, State of Michigan this day of
MAY 13 2020
Present: Honorable HELAL A. FARHAT
On motion of Plaintiff Nina Hariston, for
Substituted Service and with the Court
being fully advised in the premises;
IT IS ORDERED that Plaintiff Nina Hair-
ston be allowed to serve process on De-
fendant George Hairston by: 1) ordinary

mail; 2) posting on the door of her resid-

ence located at 18645 Muirland, Detroit,

Michigan 48235; and 3) publishing in the

Detroit Legal Newspaper, 4) E-Mail, 5)

Social Media.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Plaintiff has

requested that this court grant her Mo-

tion for Alternate Service. You have

twenty-eight (28) days after Plaintiff has

accomplished service on you by comply-

ing with the terms of this Order to file an

Answer with the Clerk of the Court, or

otherwise respond to Plaintiff's complaint

as allowed by law. Otherwise, a judg-

ment may be entered against you for the

relief demanded in the complaint.

Hon. Helal A. Farhat

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE

Imaged and Filed

5/13/2020 11:12 AM

Cathy M. Garrett, Wayne County Clerk
(6-2)

From The Executor Office Issuing
This EXECUTOR LETTER
For The MARIO MANUEL MILES Estate
To Whom It May Concern
This letter is forwarded to your office to
clearly notify and certify the profound fact
that the MARIO MANUEL MILES Estate
Executor Office is occupied. Since the
Executor Office is occupied, all lower or
false offices are naturally bound to per-
form the highest level of service possible,
so the Executor is protected, and the of-
fice is defended. As the Executor is -func-
tioning as the Executor in the Executor's
office, it cancels out all trustee functions.
It overrides them all. The Executor Office
has not appointed any trustees to accom-
plish any limited task and can never grant
general power of attorney of estate af-
fairs. With the Executor functioning in the
Executor Office of MARIO MANUEL
MILES Estate everyone is denied from
exercising a presumption or authority to
administrate the estate.
Moreover, the Executor Office operates
with no limitation of time, subject matter
or authority. The Executor Office can
undo any defect, done to the estate. It
has a duty to correct errors. This Execut-
or letter is not to threaten or go to war.
The letter is about making peace.
It is the profound understanding of this
Executor Office of the MARIO MANUEL
MILES Estate is the highest office repres-
ented in this matter. If that is not the
case, please provide written authority to
administrate the MARIO MANUEL MILES
ESTATE of all such persons.

(6-2)(6-16)

May 27 2020 Be it know to all

Creation of MARIO MANUEL MILES

Trust Estate

PO Box 442226 for the intentions of

managing assets of the trust acting as se-

cured party holding superior title and

equitable interest in all in all assets and

securities of Public entity MARIO

MANUEL MILES be it know to all creditor

to submit your claims against public en-

tity MARIO MANUEL MILES to MARIO

MANUEL MILES Trust Estate, PO BOX

442226 Detroit Michigan 48224 with 4

months or be forever barred from all

claims against MARIO MANUEL MILES

Settlor: Mario Miles 16834 San Juan De-

troit Michigan 48221

Trustees: Mario Miles 16834 San Juan

Detroit, Michigan 48221, Trustee/Fidu-

ciary U.S Department of Treasury Feder-

al Reserve System.

Wayne County

State of Michigan

City of Detroit

Beneficiaries: Milan Marie Miles

Mario Miles

Trust type: Express Trust

Governing Law: The Common Law

Authority: Trust is made in accordance

with Common Law it is not a creature of

statue and derives no dependence on

statue for its existence.

All Rights Reserved without Prejudice.

Executed without the

United States... under the

Law of the United States of America

Per, USC Title 28, Section 1746(1)
(6-2)(6-16)

THE CIRCUIT COURT SALE BELOW
WILL BE ADJOURNED FROM
06/02/2020 TO 06/09/2020

Case No. 18-010673-CH CIRCUIT
COURT SALE In pursuance and by vir-
tue of a Judgment in the amount of
$107,768.51 of the Circuit Court for the
County of Wayne, State of Michigan,
made and entered on the 19th day of Ju-
ly, 2019, A.D., in a certain cause therein
pending, wherein Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC. was the Plaintiff and Kar-
en S. Luce, City of Westland, Unknown
Owners and Unknown Occupants were
the Defendant(s). NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that | shall sell at public auction to
the highest bidder, at public vendue, at
the Wayne County Courthouse in Wayne,
Wayne, County, Michigan, on Tues. April
7, 2020 A.D., at 11:00 a.m. o’clock in the
forenoon, Eastern Standard Time, the fol-
lowing described property, viz: All certain
piece or parcel of land situated in the City
of Westland, County of Wayne, and State
of Michigan, described as follows: Lot 53,
Birch Hill Golf Subdivision, as recorded in
Liber 85 Page (s) 6 and 7, of Plats,
Wayne County Records, Wayne County
Records. Parcel Id No.: 066040053000
Common address: 32441 Steinhauer
Street, Westland, MI 48186 Mortgage In-
formation: On March 28, 2001, Karen S.
Luce granted a mortgage on the Prop-
erty in favor of Foundation Funding
Group, Inc. The mortgage was duly recor-
ded on April 30, 2001 in Liber 33728
Page 812, Wayne County Records. Said
mortgage was assigned to Bank of Amer-
ica, N.A., successor by merger to BAC
Home Loans Servicing, LP, fka Country-
wide Home Loans Serving LP to Carring-
ton Mortgage Services, LLC dated
November 6, 2014 and recorded Novem-
ber 13, 2014 in Liber 51871 Page 283.
This property may be redeemed during
the six (6) months following the sale.
Dated: 2-14-2020 Paula Bridges Deputy
Sheriff in Wayne County Kenneth J.
Johnson, Johnson, Blumberg, & Asso-
ciates, LLC, 5955 West Main Street,
Suite 18, Kalamazoo, Ml 49009.

(06-02)

THE CIRCUIT COURT SALE BELOW
WILL BE ADJOURNED FROM
06/02/2020 TO 06/09/2020. The Mort-
gagee is filing a Motion to amend the
Judgment of the Circuit Court.

Case No. 2019-005130-CB NOTICE OF
JUDICIAL SALE In pursuance and by vir-
tue of a Judgment of the Circuit Court for
the County of Wayne, State of Michigan,
made and entered on the 25th day of
November, 2019, A.D., in a certain cause
therein pending, wherein Eagle Investing,
LLC, a Michigan limited liability company
(“Mortgagee”), Plaintiff, and Harris & Har-
ris Solutions, L.L.C., a Michigan limited li-
ability company (“Mortgagor”), Defendant,
with respect to the Mortgage made by
Mortgagor to Mortgagee dated March 13,
2018 and recorded March 23, 2018, in
Liber 54283, Page 395, Wayne County
Records, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that | shall sell at public auction to the
highest bidder at the Northwestern corner
of the CAYMC, Woodward and Jefferson
Avenues, in the City of Detroit, County of
Wayne, State of Michigan (that being the
building in which the Circuit Court for the
County of Wayne is held), on Tuesday
the 3rd day of March A.D., 2020, AT EI-
even O’Clock fore noon, Eastern Day-
light Savings Time/Standard Time, on the
said day, the following described prop-
erty, viz: All that certain piece or parcel of
land situated and being in the City of De-
troit, County of Wayne and State of

Michigan, described as follows, to wit: Lot
3436, Rosedale Park Subdivision No. 11,
according to the plat thereof as recorded
in Liber 52 of Plats, Page 15, Wayne
County Records, commonly known as
16148 Rosemont, Detroit, Wayne County,
Michigan, Tax Parcel No. 22076501, to-
gether with all improvements erected on
the property, and all easements, appur-
tenances, and fixtures which are a part of
the property. REDEMPTION PERIOD IS
SIX (6) MONTHS FOLLOWING THE
SALE. Dated: January , 2020 BENNY N.
NAPOLEON Wayne County Sheriff Paula
Bridges, Deputy Sheriff Nicholas P. Scav-
one, Jr. P47138 Attorney for Plaintiff Bod-
man PLC 1901 St. Antoine Street 6th
Floor Detroit, Michigan 48226

(06-02)

THE CIRCUIT COURT SALE BELOW
WILL BE ADJOURNED FROM
06/02/2020 TO 06/09/2020
Circuit Court No: 19-008031-CH NO-
TICE OF JUDICIAL SALE Judicial Sale in
Pursuance and by virtue of a Judgment of
the Circuit Court of the County of Wayne,
State of Michigan, made and entered on
the 27th day of January A.D. 2020, in a
certain cause therein pending, wherein
MAIN STREET ASSET SOLUTIONS,
INC., a corporation, Plaintiff, and
KRISTIN HILLIS, an individual, MARK
HILLIS, an individual, THE BANK OF
NEW YORK MELLON TRUST COM-
PANY, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FKA
THE BANK OF NEW YORK TRUST
COMPANY, N.A. AS SUCCESSOR TO
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR RASC 2004KS1, a na-
tional association, Defendants, Notice is
hereby given that | shall sell at public
auction to the highest bidder at the North-
western corner of the CAYMC, Wood-
ward and Jefferson Avenues, in the City
of Detroit, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan (that being the building in which
the Circuit Court for the County of Wayne
is held) On Tues the 7th day of April A. D.
2020 At Eleven O’Clock fore noon, East-
ern Daylight Savings Time/Standard
Time, on the said day, the following de-
scribed property, viz: All certain piece or
parcel of land situated and being in the
City of Detroit, County of Wayne and
State of Michigan, described as follows,
to wit: LOT 217 AND THE EAST 10
FEET OF LOT 218, “BURNSIDE SUBDI-
VISION”, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN LIBER 47
OF PLATS, PAGE 39, WAYNE COUNTY
RECORDS. PARCEL ID 53-008-04-
0217-000 COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
13726 Callender Street, Southgate, MI
48195 REDEMPTION PERIOD IS 6
MONTHS. Dated, 2/10/2020 Paula
Bridges Deputy Sheriff Anthony J. De-
Clercq (P79103) Attorney for Plaintiff Ad-
dress: 251 Diversion Street Rochester,
MI 48307 (248) 853-0404 Our File No:
111497

(06-02)

THE CIRCUIT COURT SALE BELOW
WILL BE ADJOURNED FROM
06/02/2020 TO 06/09/2020
Circuit Court No: 19-004698- CH NO-
TICE OF JUDICIAL SALE Judicial Sale in
Pursuance and by virtue of a Judgment of
the Circuit Court of the County of Wayne,
State of Michigan, made and entered on
the 9th day of December A.D. 2019, in a
certain cause therein pending, wherein
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A
MR. COOPER, a limited liability corpora-
tion, Plaintiff, and BENJAMIN C. SHOT-
WELL, an individual, LINDA S. SHOT-
WELL, an individual, Defendants, Notice
is hereby given that | shall sell at public
auction to the highest bidder at the North-
western corner of the CAYMC, Wood-
ward and Jefferson Avenues, in the City
of Detroit, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan (that being the building in which
the Circuit Court for the County of Wayne
is held) On Tuesday the 10th day of
March A. D. 2020 At Eleven O’Clock fore
noon, Eastern Daylight Savings
Time/Standard Time, on the said day, the
following described property, viz: All cer-
tain piece or parcel of land situated and
being in the City of Detroit, County of
Wayne and State of Michigan, described
as follows, to wit: THE PART OF LOT 18,
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT A
POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF ARSEN-
AL ROAD NORTH 8 DEGREES 07
MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG
SAID EAST LINE 403.38 FEET FROM
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT
18 AND PRECEDING THENCE NORTH
8 DEGREES 07 MINUTES 30 SECONDS
EAST 68 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 81
DEGREES 52 MINUTES 30 SECONDS
EAST 596.14 FEET; THENCE SOUTH
60 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 40
SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH-
ERLY LINE OF DT AND | RAILROAD
110.31 FEET; THENCE NORTH 82 DE-
GREES 52 MINUTES 30 SECONDS
WEST 515.27 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, ASSESSORS FLAT ROCK
PLAT NO. 2, AS RECORDED IN LIBER
67 OF PLATS, PAGE 42, WAYNE
COUNTY RECORDS. PARCEL ID 58-
091-01-0018-008 COMMONLY KNOWN
AS: 28103 Arsenal Road, Flat Rock,
Michigan 48134 REDEMPTION PERIOD
IS 6 MONTHS. Dated, 1/13/2020 Paula
Bridges Deputy Sheriff Anthony J. De-
Clercq (P79103) Attorney for Plaintiff Ad-
dress: 251 Diversion Street Rochester,
MI 48307 (248) 853-0404 Our File No:
115845

(06-02)

THE CIRCUIT COURT SALE BELOW
WILL BE ADJOURNED FROM
06/02/2020 TO 06/09/2020
Wayne County Circuit Court Case No.
19-007177-CH NOTICE OF JUDICIAL
SALE The property described below shall
be sold at public auction, by an author-
ized sheriff/deputy sheriff or county
clerk/deputy county clerk, to the highest
bidder, at the Circuit Court for the County
of Wayne, on the 3rd of March, 2020 at
11 am, local time. On said day at said
time, the following described property
shall be sold: property located in the City
of Inkster, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, particularly described as: Lot
12, except West 2 feet thereof as platted,
and 1/2 of vacated alley in rear of and ad-
jacent thereto, of Michigan Dearborn
Subdivision West 3 acres of a part of Lot
5 of A.A. Smalley's Subdivision of North-
east 1/4 and East 1/2 of Northwest 1/4
Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 10
East, Dearborn Township, Wayne
County, Michigan as recorded in Liber 57,
Page 94, of Plats, Wayne County Re-
cords; also Lot 62 as platted, and 1/2 of
vacated alley in rear of and adjacent
thereto, of Hannan's Michigan Heights
Subdivision of a part of Lot 5 of A.A.
Smalley's Subdivision of Northeast 1/4
and East 1/2 of Northwest 1/4 Section 30,
Township 2 South, Range 10 East, Dear-
born Township, Wayne County, Michigan,
as recorded in Liber 53, Page 4, of Plats,
Wayne County Records. More commonly
known as: 26944 Trowbridge St. This no-
tice is from a debt collector. Date of No-
tice: 01-07-2020 BENNY N. NAPOLEON
Wayne County Sheriff By: Paula Bridges
Deputy Sheriff for Wayne County TROTT
LAW, P.C. By: Michelle K. Clark P55841

(06-02)

Third Insertion

Andrew J. Black (P64606)

The Darren Findling Law Firm, P.L.C.
414 West Fifth Street

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

(248) 399-3300

CASE NO. 20-003074-CH
STATE OF MICHIGAN, THIRD JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, WAYNE COUNTY, 2
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Ml 48226 313-
224-5430
DETROIT INVESTMENT 17, INC.
Plaintiff,
\%

DOROTHY GREEN, et al

Defendant.

ORDER FOR
ALTERNATE SERVICE

THE COURT FINDS:

Service of process upon the
defendant(s), Dorothy Green cannot
reasonably be made as provided in MCR
2.105 and service of process may be
made in a manner that is reasonably cal-
culated to give the defendant actual no-
tice of the proceedings and an opportun-
ity to be heard.

IT IS ORDERED:

Service of the summons and complaint
and a copy of this order shall be made by
the following method(s).

First class mail to last known address at:
Dorothy Green - 16196 Lesure, Detroit,
MI 48235

Other: Publication in the Detroit Legal
News for 3 consecutive weeks.

For each method used, proof of service
must be filed promptly with the court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defend-
ant(s), Dorothy Green, shall file with this
Court, an Answer to Plaintiff's Complaint
to Quiet Title or take other action as per-
mitted by law & serve a copy upon
Plaintiff(s) attorney at the address con-
tained herein. Defendant(s) failure to
comply with this Order may result in a
Default Judgment being entered for the
relief sought in the Complaint to Quiet
Title. The Defendant(s) shall file an An-
swer, as required by MCR 2.108(A)(3),
within 28 days of the completion of ser-
vice as provided herein.

Date: 5/15/2020
/s/ Timothy M. Kenny

Judge

20-003074-CH

FILED IN MY OFFICE

Cathy M. Garrett
WAYNE COUNTY CLERK

5/15/2020 4:10 PM
Matthew Johnson

(5-19)(6-2)

JAMIE RYAN RYKE P56503
MICHAEL A. BUSSERT P80046
THAV, RYKE AND ASSOCIATES
24725 W. 12 Mile, Ste. 110
Southfield, Ml 48034
248-945-1111

CASE NO. 20-002291-CH
STATE OF MICHIGAN, 3RD JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, WAYNE COUNTY, 2 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit, Ml 48226 313-224-
5430
PLATINUM ACQUISITIONS, LLC
Plaintiff,
\Y,
JERRY BARFIELD, et al
Defendant.

ORDER FOR
ALTERNATE SERVICE
THE COURT FINDS:
Service of process upon defendant(s),
Jerry Barfield, cannot reasonably be
made as provided in MCR 2.105, the fol-
lowing is reasonably calculated to give
the defendant actual notice of the pro-
ceedings and an opportunity to be heard.
IT IS ORDERED:
Service of the summons and complaint
and a copy of this order shall be made by
the following method(s).
First class mail to last known address at:
Jerry Barfield - 4067 Burton Dr., Inkster,
M1 48141
Other: Publication in the Detroit Legal
News for 3 consecutive weeks.
For each method used, proof of service
must be filed promptly with the court.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defend-
ant(s), Jerry Barfield, shall file with this
Court, an Answer to Plaintiff’'s Complaint
to Quiet Title & serve a copy upon
Plaintiff(s) attorney Michael A. Bussert,
24725 W. 12 Mile Ste. 110, Southfield, Ml
48034, or take other action as permitted
by law. Defendant(s) failure to comply
with this Order may result in a Default
Judgment being entered against the De-
fendant(s) for the relief sought in the
Complaint to Quiet Title. The
Defendant(s) shall file an Answer, as re-
quired by MCR 2.108(A)(3), within 28
days of the completion of service as
provided herein.
Date: 5/11/2020
/s/ Timothy M. Kenny
Judge
20-002291-CH
FILED IN MY OFFICE
Cathy M. Garrett
WAYNE COUNTY CLERK
5/11/2020 5:41 PM
Matthew Johnson
(5-19)(6-2)

Case No. 19-113494-DO
STATE OF MICHIGAN, 3rd Judicial Cir-
cuit, 2 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Ml 48226.
313-224-5176
EDDIE STEPHENS, JR.
11789 10 Mile Rd. 204
Warren, M| 48089
Plaintiff,
VvSs.
JACKIE BROWN STEPHENS
Address Unknown
Defendant.

ORDER REGARDING

ALTERNATE SERVICE
THE COURT FINDS:
Service of process upon the defendant
Jackie Brown Stephens, cannot reason-
ably be made as provided in MCR 2.105
MCR 2.107(B)(1)(b) and service of pro-
cess may be made in a manner that is
reasonably calculated to give the defend-
ant actual notice of the proceedings and
an opportunity to be heard.
IT IS ORDERED:
Service of the summons and complaint
and a copy of this order may be made by
the following method(s): First class mail
to last known address. Other: Publishing
in the Detroit Legal News consecutively
for three (3) weeks.
For each method used, proof of service
must be filed promptly with the court.
Date: 2-3-2020
Hon. Helal A. Farhat P64872
Judge
A TRUE COPY
CATHY M. GARRETT
Wayne County Clerk
By: Deputy Clerk

(5-19)(6-2)

Andrew J. Black (P64606)
The Darren Findling Law Firm, P.L.C.
414 West Fifth Street
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067
(248) 399-3300

CASE NO. 20-004072-CH
STATE OF MICHIGAN, THIRD JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, WAYNE COUNTY, 2
Woodward Ave., Detroit, Ml 48226 313-
224-5430
TEAM CARES, LLC
Plaintiff,

\%
GWENDOLYN A. W. HARRISON, et al
Defendant.
ORDER FOR

ALTERNATE SERVICE
THE COURT FINDS:
Service of process upon the
defendant(s), James Jay Ivery, cannot
reasonably be made as provided in MCR
2.105 and service of process may be
made in a manner that is reasonably cal-
culated to give the defendant actual no-

(Continued on Page 8)
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tice of the proceedings and an opportun-
ity to be heard.

IT IS ORDERED:

Service of the summons and complaint
and a copy of this order shall be made by
the following method(s).

First class mail to last known address at:
James Jay Ivery - 5243 Lakeview St., De-
troit, Ml 48213

Other: Publication in the Detroit Legal
News for 3 consecutive weeks.

For each method used, proof of service
must be filed promptly with the court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Defend-
ant(s), James Jay lvery, shall file with this
Court, an Answer to Plaintiff's Complaint
to Quiet Title or take other action as per-
mitted by law & serve a copy upon
Plaintiff(s) attorney at the address con-
tained herein. Defendant(s) failure to
comply with this Order may result in a
Default Judgment being entered for the
relief sought in the Complaint to Quiet
Title. The Defendant(s) shall file an An-
swer, as required by MCR 2.108(A)(3),
within 28 days of the completion of ser-
vice as provided herein.

Date: 5/15/2020
/sl Timothy M. Kenny

Judge

20-004072-CH

FILED IN MY OFFICE

Cathy M. Garrett

WAYNE COUNTY CLERK

5/15/2020 4:08 PM
Matthew Johnson

(5-19)(6-2)

Fourth Insertion

Attention homeowner: If you are a milit-
ary service member on active duty, if your
period of active duty has concluded less
than 90 days ago, or if you have been
ordered to active duty, please contact the
attorney for the party foreclosing the
mortgage at the telephone number stated
in this notice.
Notice of foreclosure by advertisement.
Notice is given under section 3212 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the following
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of
the mortgaged premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction sale to the
highest bidder for cash or cashier’s check
at the place of holding the circuit court in
Wayne County, starting promptly at 11:00
AM on JUNE 11, 2020. The amount due
on the mortgage may be greater on the
day of the sale. Placing the highest bid at
the sale does not automatically entitle the
purchaser to free and clear ownership of
the property. A potential purchaser is en-
couraged to contact the county register of
deeds office or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge a fee for this
information.
Default has been made in the conditions
of a mortgage made by Bobbie Ann
Christian, a single woman, to Argent
Mortgage Company, LLC, Mortgagee,
dated March 28, 2006 and recorded April
13, 2006 in Liber 44531, Page 1787
Wayne County Records, Michigan. Said
mortgage is now held by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
Argent Securities Inc., Asset-Backed
Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-
M1, by assignment. There is claimed to
be due at the date hereof the sum of
Thirty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Two
and 24/100 Dollars ($38,102.24).
Under the power of sale contained in
said mortgage and the statute in such
case made and provided, notice is hereby
given that said mortgage will be fore-
closed by a sale of the mortgaged
premises, or some part of them, at public
vendue at the place of holding the circuit
court within Wayne County, Michigan at
11:00 AM on JUNE 11, 2020.
Said premises are located in the City of
Melvindale, Wayne County Michigan, and
are described as:
LOT 121, ALLEN BOULEVARD
HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION OF LOT 3 OF
PLAT OF THE EASTERN PART OF
PRIVATE CLAIM NO. 35 FOR THE ES-
TATE OF WILLIAM BURBANK AND
LOTS 1 & 2 OF DEFEVER'S SUBDIVI-
SION OF PART OF P.C. 35, ECORSE
TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY,
MICHIGAN AS RECORDED IN LIBER
51, PAGE 41 OF PLATS, WAYNE
COUNTY RECORDS.
17987 Reed Street, Melvindale,
Michigan 48122
The redemption period shall be 12
months from the date of such sale, un-
less determined abandoned in accord-
ance with MCLA §600.3241a, in which
case the redemption period shall be 30
days from the date of such sale.
If the property is sold at foreclosure sale,
pursuant to MCL 600.3278, the borrower
will be held responsible to the person
who buys the property at the mortgage
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage hold-
er for damage to the property during the
redemption period.
Dated: May 12, 2020
File No. 20-004482
Firm Name: Orlans PC
Firm Address: 1650 West Big Beaver
Road, Troy M| 48084
Firm Phone Number: (248) 502.1400
(05-12)(06-02)
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Across the Nation

National Roundup

Juror issue to be
reconsidered in

case of 6 killings

PHOENIX (AP) — The Ari-
zona Supreme Court has ordered
a trial court to hear evidence and
reconsider whether there was
juror misconduct prejudicial to a
death row inmate during his trial
in six killings in Yuma County.

The court’s order released
Friday follows Preston Strong’s
appeal of his 2017 convictions
and death sentences for the
killings of his best friend, the
man’s girlfriend and her four
young children in 2005.

The issue sent back to the
trial court stems from a juror’s
reported statement to a defense
investigator that she knew of
Strong’s previous conviction in
another homicide.

According to the investigator,
the juror said she wasn’t asked
during questioning of prospec-
tive jurors about whether she
knew of the old homicide case,
only about the case involving the
six killings.

The juror reportedly said her
knowledge of the other case did-
n’t influence her vote on a ver-
dict against Strong, but the trial
judge ruled in the case that pros-
ecutors couldn’t introduce evi-
dence of the other killing during
the second trial’s guilt phase
because it could unfairly influ-
ence jurors.

The since-retired trial judge
denied a motion for a new trial
or a hearing on the juror issue,
but the Supreme Court ordered
that a current judge consider the
circumstances of the juror’s
knowledge and whether it was
harmless.

Prosecutors said Strong spent
hours killing 35-year-old Luis
Rios, 29-year-old Adrienne
Heredia and her four children,
ages 6 to 13, and that the
killings were motivated by
money.

When he went on trial in that
case, Strong already was in
prison for life in the 2007 killing
of Satinder Gill, a Yuma physi-
cian who was strangled and
bludgeoned in his home. Prose-
cutors said a large amount of
money was stolen.

Police arrest
man in arson of
historic Nashville

courthouse

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
A man who set fire to a historic
courthouse in Tennessee during
weekend protests has been
arrested, police said.

Wesley Somers, 25, is
charged with felony arson, van-
dalism and disorderly conduct.
He is accused of setting fire Sat-
urday night to Nashville’s His-
toric Courthouse, Metro
Nashville Police said.

Somers was among 29 people
arrested after protesters in Ten-
nessee’s capital set fires inside
and outside the courthouse and
toppled a statue of a former state
lawmaker and newspaper pub-
lisher who espoused racist
views. Protesters damaged 30
businesses and buildings includ-
ing the courthouse and the his-
toric Ryman Auditorium, known
as the mother church of country
music, which reported window
damage, police said.

Thousands had rallied near
the state Capitol starting Satur-
day afternoon to protest police
brutality and racism. The
demonstration turned violent
after darkness fell.

Others who were arrested
face charges that include
assaulting police officers, disor-
derly conduct and criminal tres-
passing, police said.

It wasn’t immediately clear
whether Somers has an attorney.

The demonstrations spread-
ing across America were also
held around Tennessee over the
weekend in response to the latest
killings of black people by
police. After peaceful protests
turned violent each night, strict
curfews were imposed in places
and the National Guard was
mobilized to support police.

Separate demonstrations were
held in Murfreesboro, Chat-
tanooga, and Memphis, where
protesters made it onto Interstate
55, circumventing officers in
riot gear. Protesters chanted
“Black lives matter” and
“George Floyd.”

It marked the fifth night in a
row people had met in Memphis
to protest the death of Floyd,
who died last week after a white
Minneapolis police officer
pressed his knee on his neck.

Sunday night was the most
intense yet for Memphis, where
the group walked from the inter-
state to Beale Street and were
met by officers wearing helmets
and holding protective shields in
front of the FedExForum, the
NBA basketball arena and con-
cert venue.

The National Guard and sher-
iff’s deputies joined Memphis
police in response, and tear gas
was used to disperse a crowd
near City Hall. Windows were
broken at a handful of business-
es, including a black-owned
shoe store.

AG seeks
review by full
court in death

penally case

CINCINNATI (AP) — Ohio
Attorney General Dave Yost has
requested a hearing before a full
panel of judges at the 6th U.S.
Court of Appeals in Cincinnati
to argue that a man considered
intellectually disabled can and
should be put to death.

Yost made the request Thurs-
day after a three-judge panel
ruled earlier this month for the
second time that executing
Danny Lee Hill, 53, would be
unconstitutional, The Warren
Tribune Chronicle reported.

The 6th Circuit’s ruling May
20 was made after the U.S.
Supreme Court ordered a rehear-
ing because the appellate court’s
initial 2018 ruling relied on a
case decided long after Hill was
sentenced to death in 1985.

Hill was convicted in the
slaying of a 12-year-old Boy
Scout in northeast Ohio’s Trum-
bull County. Raymond Fife was
abducted while riding his bicy-
cle to a Boy Scout meeting,
beaten, raped, set on fire and left
for dead. He died two days later.

Yost argued the latest 6th Cir-
cuit ruling was again based on
erroneous case law.

Hill was 18 when Raymond
was killed. Co-defendant Timo-
thy Combs was 17 and couldn’t
be sentenced to death because of
his age. Combs died in prison in
2018 while serving a life sen-
tence.

June 9 hearing
set for inmate

spared execution

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
Oral arguments are set for June 9
in an appeal by Tennessee offi-
cials after an inmate was spared
execution due to his claim that
racism tainted the jury selection
at his trial.

State officials will argue in
front of the Court of Criminal
Appeals that the death sentence
should be reinstated for Abu-Ali
Abdur-Rahman.

Last August, a Nashville
judge approved an agreement
between Abu-Ali Abdur-Rahman
and Nashville’s district attorney
to resentence Abdur’Rahman to
life in prison.

Abdur’Rahman’s resentencing
agreement came after
Abdur’Rahman presented evi-
dence that prosecutors at his orig-
inal trial showed a preference for
white jurors. In his appeal, Attor-
ney General Herbert Slatery
argued that the agreement “cir-
cumvented established legal pro-
cedures”.

Abdur’Rahman had been
scheduled to be executed in
April.

Abdur’Rahman was sentenced
to die for the 1986 murder of
Patrick Daniels. Police said
Daniels and Norma Jean Norman
were bound with duct tape and
stabbed repeatedly with a butcher
knife at Norman’s home.

Submit news & views to

bcox@legalnews.com

Use of force criticized in protests about police brutality

Some question if tough police tactics actually make violence worse

By JAY REEVES
AND KAT STAFFORD
Associated Press

As protests grip the nation,
officers have doused crowds with
pepper spray, struck protesters
with batons, steered police cars
into throngs, shoved demonstra-
tors and screamed curses. Some
police action has been directed
against people smashing win-
dows, breaking into stores and
burning cars, but many find other
instances more difficult to under-
stand — like the elderly man
knocked over by police as he
walked with a cane on a Salt Lake
City sidewalk.

The protests began after the
May 25 death of George Floyd, a
black man who died in Minneapo-
lis after a white police officer who
is now charged with murder,
Derek Chauvin, pressed his knee
into Floyd’s neck for several min-
utes even after he stopped moving
and pleading for air.

Now, some are questioning
whether tough police tactics
against demonstrators are actually
making the violence worse rather
than quelling it.

While the protests and subse-
quent police interactions may be
shocking to some, many African
Americans aren’t surprised
because they’ve endured police
brutality for decades, said Chris
White, director of the Detroit

Coalition Against Police Brutality,

“What’s happening, it’s the way
American society has always
been,” White said.

U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty, who was
hit by pepper spray Saturday as
scuffles broke out near the end of a
demonstration in Columbus, Ohio,
said police escalated matters by
using heavy-handed tactics against
“passionate” young demonstrators
who were mostly orderly.

“Too much force is not the
answer to this,” said Beatty, who
pressed for peaceful tactics on
both sides in a video posted on
Twitter by Columbus City Coun-
cil president Shannon Hardin,
who also was pepper-sprayed.
Both are African American.

In Salt Lake City, a police offi-
cer shoved and knocked over an
older man who was walking with
a cane on a sidewalk near a
protest. Another officer stepped in
within seconds to assist the man,
as did the officer who knocked
him down. Police Chief Mike
Brown issued a video Sunday
saying he’d personally apologized
to the man.

“It was hard for me to watch
what happened, and I know it was
even harder for him to experience
it,” Brown said.

In New York, where video
showed two police vehicles dri-
ving into a crowd, knocking aside
demonstrators, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio decried what he called “struc-

tural racism” that leads to vio-
lence against minorities, but also
defended police.

“It is inappropriate for protest-
ers to surround a police vehicle
and threaten police officers,” he
said. “That’s wrong on its face
and that hasn’t happened in the
history of protests in this city.”

Two police officers in Atlanta
were fired and three others placed
on desk duty over excessive use of
force during a protest incident
involving two college students
Saturday night. Mayor Keisha
Lance Bottoms said Sunday that
she and the police chief made the
decision after reviewing body-
camera footage.

Footage shown on TV as cap-
tured by local reporters shows a
group of police officers in riot
gear and gas masks surround a car
being driven by a man with a
woman in the passenger seat. The
officers pull the woman out and
appear to use a stun gun on the
man. They use zip-tie handcuffs
on the woman on the ground.

In a message some saw as
encouraging police violence,
President Donald Trump praised
U.S. Secret Service officers
guarding the White House amid
demonstrations and said any pro-
testers who breached its fence
would face “the most vicious
dogs, and most ominous weapons,
I have ever seen. That’s when peo-
ple would have been really badly

hurt, at least.”

In a letter titled “Dear Ameri-
ca,” civil rights leader Rev.
William Barber II, a pastor at
Greenleaf Christian Church in
Goldsboro, North Carolina, said
protesters have the right to decry
“brutal and inhumane” treatment
at the hands of police.

“What if, instead of a President
who tweets ‘when the looting
starts, the shooting starts,” we had
leadership that could unequivocal-
ly say, “When you use police
power in the name of the state to
murder, lynch, and destroy, you
will be prosecuted for your
crimes,”” Barber wrote.

Trump wasn’t alone in using
loaded language.

The Minnesota Department of
Public Safety sent a tweet Satur-
day saying it would strengthen its
response to “a sophisticated net-
work of urban warfare.” Hours
later, video emerged of police
shooting paint projectiles at peo-
ple gathered on the front porch of
a home after curfew in Minneapo-
lis. “Light ‘em up,” a man is heard
saying before the shooting began.
No one appeared seriously injured.

Activist Meeko Williams orga-
nized a peaceful demonstration in
Detroit on Friday and later trav-
eled to Minnesota to help support
organizers there. Trying to under-
stand what he sees as increasingly
aggressive law enforcement tac-
tics, Williams said police should-

n’t “antagonize, provoke or insti-
gate” protesters.

“I don’t know what’s going to
happen over these next few days in
this country because they want
these killer cops arrested and
they’re not going to stop until they
are,” Williams said, referring to
the lack of charges against the
other three officers at the scene
when Floyd’s neck was pinned
under Chauvin’s knee. “People are
just sick and tired of being in this
predicament, where innocent life
has been taken at the hands of
those who were to protect and
serve us. We have not been heard.”

Some protesters are increasing
efforts to protect themselves. On
Sunday, Black Lives Matter orga-
nizers in Tampa, Florida, had
nearly 100 safety marshals in flu-
orescent vests patrolling their
march, trained in de-escalation
tactics. The group also had
medics and enlisted lawyers and
those with legal training to watch
out for protesters’ rights from the
sidelines.

In New York, a police labor
group, the Detectives” Endow-
ment Association, noted some
police there had been attacked and
patrol cars set ablaze.

“As we do everything to stop
NYC from burning, all we hear
from elected officials is criti-
cism,” the group tweeted. “Maybe
they should try it on the front
lines.”
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Deadly police raid fuels call to end ‘no knock’ warrants
Oregon, Florida are only states to have outlawed ‘no knock’ warrants

BY DYLAN LOVAN, MICHAEL KUNZELMAN
AND ADRIAN SAINZ
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — It’s the stuff
of nightmares: Breonna Taylor and her
boyfriend were in bed when a trio of armed
men smashed through the front door. Gun-
fire erupted, killing the 26-year-old black
woman.

The three men turned out to be plain-
clothes police detectives, one of whom was
wounded in the chaos and violence that
March night. Taylor’s death led to protests
and a review of how Louisville police use
“no knock” search warrants, which allow
officers to enter a home without announc-
ing their presence, often in drug cases to
prevent suspects from getting rid of a stash.

Taylor’s name is one of those being
chanted during nationwide protests decry-
ing police killings of black people. The
unrest began after the death of George
Floyd, a black man who pleaded that he
couldn’t breathe as a white Minneapolis
police officer pinned him to the ground
with a knee.

More than two months after Taylor’s
death, Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer
announced last week that the police depart-
ment’s use of no-knock warrants has been
suspended indefinitely. Civil rights advo-
cates are calling for a permanent ban,
though Oregon and Florida are the only
states that have outlawed such warrants.

Fischer changed the policy after an out-
cry from Taylor’s family and they sued the
department and the three officers who

served the warrant. The new policy requires
Louisville’s police chief to sign off on all
no-knock warrants before they go to a
judge.

“These changes, and more to come ...
should signal that I hear the community
and we will continue to make improve-
ments anywhere that we can,” Fischer said.

The three narcotics detectives had a no-
knock warrant when they busted down the
door of Taylor’s apartment after midnight
on March 13. They were investigating a
drug dealer named Jamarcus Glover, who
was arrested elsewhere the same day. Police
said Glover was using Taylor’s address to
receive packages they believed could be
drugs. No drugs were found at her apart-
ment.

Tom Wine, the city’s top criminal prose-
cutor, said he believes police knocked and
announced their presence.

“Simply because the police get a no-
knock warrant does not mean they can’t
knock and announce,” Wine said last week.

But the lawsuit filed on behalf of Tay-
lor’s mother says neighbors didn’t hear the
plainclothes detectives knock or identify
themselves as officers before they crashed
into the apartment.

Taylor’s boyfriend, Kenneth Walker, told
investigators that he thought he was being
robbed or that it might be an ex-boyfriend of
Taylor’s trying to get in. Walker told police
he heard knocking but didn’t know who it
was. He said he and Taylor were moving
toward the door when it was knocked down,
so he fired a shot that hit an officer.

Authorities had charged Walker with

attempted murder but dropped the case last
week. Wine said he wanted to let state and
federal authorities complete their review of
the shooting.

Meanwhile, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Kentucky has urged city lead-
ers to ban no-knock warrants, saying they
lead to the deaths of innocent people.

A 2014 ACLU report on police milita-
rization detailed several botched SWAT
team raids as no-knock warrants were
served, including one that year in Georgia
that ended with a toddler in a medically
induced coma.

More recently, police in Montgomery
County, Maryland, shot and killed 21-year-
old Duncan Lemp in his family’s home
while serving a no-knock search warrant.
An eyewitness said Lemp was asleep in his
bedroom when police opened fire from out-
side his house, according to an attorney for
his family. Police said Lemp, who was
white, was armed with a rifle and ignored
commands.

Lemp family attorney Rene Sandler said
police began using no-knock warrants
decades ago as a tool in the nation’s war on
drugs. They have become the “norm” for
many kinds of criminal cases, including
non-violent offenses, she said.

“It’s an abuse of authority across the
board,” said Sandler, a former county pros-
ecutor.

Law enforcement consultant Melvin
Tucker, who’s been a police chief in four
cities in the U.S. South, said the element of
surprise afforded by no-knock warrants
isn’t always justified.

“If you’re going in on a drug case where
the quantity is so small that they could dis-
pose of it by flushing it down the toilet, you
probably shouldn’t be there with a search
warrant in the first place. It’s not worth-
while,” said Tucker, who has been an expert
witness in dozens of court cases.

The number of no-knock warrants
served during SWAT team deployments has
grown from approximately 1,500 annually
in the early 1980s to about 45,000 in 2010,
according to Eastern Kentucky University
professor Peter Kraska, an expert in police
militarization. He said police are adept at
working around restrictions and tailoring
paperwork to suit the standards of judges
issuing search warrants.

“Banning no-knock warrants, if any
jurisdiction can pull that off, is an important
step,” Kraska said. “At the end of the day,
banning them probably won’t accomplish
much in the real world. But getting them off
the books on one level is important.”

Kentucky has a “stand your ground” law
that gives residents the right to use deadly
force against an intruder. Those laws gener-
ally haven’t protected people who unwit-
tingly shoot at officers entering their
homes, but Walker’s dropped charges sug-
gests the circumstances of Taylor’s death
could be an “ideologically compatible situ-
ation for the left and right,” Kraska said.

“These different groups that normally
would be at odds with one another all agree
on the inappropriateness of no-knock war-
rants,” he added. “There’s been a lot more
political agreement that this is problemat-
ic”

Judge tosses ex-basketball players’ ‘Fortnite’ dance lawsuit

By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN
Associated Press

SILVER SPRING, Md. (AP)

“Running Man Challenge” dance
that they performed in social media
videos
DeGeneres Show” in 2016.

999

version.

and on “The Ellen

ning Man identically to Plaintiffs’
This is squarely within
the rights protected by the Copy-
right Act,” he wrote.

Ribeiro dropped his lawsuit against
Epic Games last year after the U.S.
Copyright Office denied him a
copyright for the “Carlton” dance

millions of views on Instagram,
YouTube and Facebook, their law-
suit said.

The judge dismissed their law-

— A federal judge has dismissed a
lawsuit in which two former Uni-
versity of Maryland men’s basket-
ball players accused makers of the
“Fortnite” video game of misappro-
priating a dance move that the ex-
teammates popularized.

U.S. District Judge Paul Grimm
in Maryland ruled Friday that the
Copyright Act preempts claims that
Jared Nickens and Jaylen Brantley
filed in February 2019 against Epic
Games Inc., creator of the wildly
popular online shooting game.

Nickens and Brantley claimed
the Cary, North Carolina-based
company misappropriated their
identities by digitally copying the

Their copyright infringement
lawsuit claimed the “Running
Man” dance “emote” that Fortnite
players can purchase for their char-
acters is identical to the dance that
Nickens and Brantley took credit
for creating.

The judge said the key question
is whether plaintiffs have a claim
that is “qualitatively different” than
the rights protected by the Copy-
right Act.

“And here Plaintiffs claim is
based on Epic Games allegedly
‘capturing and digitally copying’
the Running Man dance to create
the Fortnite emote that ‘allows the
player’s avatars to execute the Run-

Brantley, of Springfield, Mass.,
and Nickens, of Monmouth Junc-
tion, N.J., were seeking more than
$5 million in damages.

Epic Games spokesman Nick
Chester declined to comment Mon-
day on the judge’s ruling.

Celebratory dances in Fortnite
are called “emotes.” While the
game itself is free to play, players
can purchase the “emotes” and
other character customizations.

Other artists, including Brook-
lyn-based rapper 2 Milly and “The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” star
Alfonso Ribeiro, also have sued
Epic Games over other dances
depicted in the shooting game.

that his character performed on the
1990s sitcom.

Nickens and Brantley appeared
on DeGeneres’ talk show alongside
two New Jersey high school stu-
dents who were posting videos of
the dance online before the two
University of Maryland basketball
players filmed their own version.
Brantley told DeGeneres that Nick-
ens first showed him the dance in a
video on Instagram.

“We dance every day for our
teammates in the locker room,”
Brantley said. “We were like, ‘Hey,
let’s make a video and make every-
body laugh.””

One of their dance videos has

suit’s claims for invasion of privacy,
unfair competition and unjust
enrichment based on preemption
under the Copyright Act. He also
threw out their trademark claims
and claims accusing the company
of unfair competition and “false
designation of origin” under the
Lanham Act.

“Plaintiffs seek to place the
same square peg into eight round
holes in search of a cause of action
against Epic Games for its use of
the Running Man dance in its game
Fortnite. But Plaintiffs’ claims that
Epic Games copied the dance do
not support any of their theories,”
the judge wrote.
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The Conversation

JiLL McCORKEL, VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY

Police officers accused of
violence often have a history
of complaints by citizens

(THE CONVERSATION) —
As protests against police vio-
lence and racism continue in
cities throughout the U.S., the
public is learning that several of
the officers involved in the killing
of George Floyd in Minneapolis
and Breonna Taylor in Louisville
share a history of complaints by
citizens of brutality or miscon-
duct.

Decades of research on police
shootings and brutality reveal that
officers with a history of shooting
civilians, for example, are much
more likely to do so in the future
compared to other officers.

A similar pattern holds for
misconduct complaints. Officers
who are the subject of previous
civilian complaints — regardless
of whether those complaints are
for excessive force, verbal abuse
or unlawful searches — pose a
higher risk of engaging in serious
misconduct in the future.

A study published in the
American Economic Journal
reviewed 50,000 allegations of
officer misconduct in Chicago
and found that officers with
extensive complaint histories
were disproportionately more
likely to be named subjects in
civil rights lawsuits with exten-
sive claims and large settlement
payouts.

In spite of this research, many
law enforcement agencies not
only fail to adequately investigate
misconduct allegations, they
rarely sustain citizen complaints.
Disciplinary sanctions are few
and reserved for the most egre-
gious cases.

Complaints, lawsuits — but
few consequences

Derek Chauvin, the ex-officer
who has been charged with third-
degree murder and second-degree
manslaughter for killing Floyd, is
no stranger to situations in which
deadly force has been deployed.

During a 2006 roadside stop,
Chauvin was among six officers
who, in just four seconds, fired 43
rounds into a truck driven by a
man wanted for questioning in a
domestic assault. The man,
Wayne Reyes, who police said
aimed a sawed-off shotgun at
them, died at the scene. The
police department never acknowl-
edged which officers had fired
their guns and a grand jury con-
vened by prosecutors did not
indict any of the officers.

Chauvin is also the subject of
at least 18 separate misconduct
complaints and was involved in
two additional shooting incidents.
According to The Associated
Press, 16 of the complaints were
“closed with no discipline” and
two letters of reprimand were
issued for Chauvin related to the
other cases.

Tou Thao, one of three Min-
neapolis officers at the scene as
Floyd pleaded for his life, is
named in a 2017 civil rights law-
suit against the department.
Lamar Ferguson, the plaintiff,
said he was walking home with
his pregnant girlfriend when Thao
and another officer stopped him
without cause, handcuffed him
and proceeded to kick, punch and
knee him with such force that his
teeth shattered.

The case was settled by the
city for US$25,000, with the offi-
cers and the city declaring no lia-
bility, but it is not known if Thao
was disciplined by the depart-
ment.

In Louisville, Kentucky, at
least three of the officers involved
in the shooting death of Breonna
Taylor while serving a no-knock
warrant at her home — allowing
them to use a battering ram to
open her door — had previously
been sanctioned for violating
department policies.

One of the officers, Brett Han-
kison, is the subject of an ongoing
lawsuit alleging, according to
news reports, harassing suspects
and planting drugs on them. He
has denied the charges in a
response to the lawsuit.

Another officer in the Taylor
case, Myles Cosgrove, was
sued for excessive force in
2006 by a man whom he shot
seven times in the course of a
routine traffic stop. The judge
dismissed the case. Cosgrove
had been put on paid adminis-
trative leave as his role in the
shooting was investigated by

his department, and returned to
the department after the inves-
tigation closed.

Patterns of misconduct and
abuse

I am a scholar of law and the
criminal justice system. In my
work on wrongful conviction
cases in Philadelphia, I regularly
encounter patterns of police mis-
conduct including witness intimi-
dation, evidence tampering and
coercion. It is often the same offi-
cers engaging in the same kinds
of misconduct and abuse across
multiple cases.

The Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics reports that across the nation
fewer than one in 12 complaints
of police misconduct result in any
kind of disciplinary action.

And then there is the problem
of “gypsy cops” — a derogatory
ethnic slur used in law enforce-
ment circles to refer to officers
who are fired for serious miscon-
duct from one department only to
be rehired by another one.

Timothy Loehmann, the
Cleveland officer who shot and
killed 12-year-old Tamir Rice,
resigned before he was fired from
his previous department after they
deemed him unfit to serve. A
grand jury did not indict
Loehmann for the killing, but he
was fired by the Cleveland Divi-
sion of Police after they found he
had not disclosed the reason for
leaving his previous job.

In the largest study of police
hiring, researchers concluded that
rehired officers, who make up
roughly 3% of the police force,
present a serious threat to com-
munities because of their propen-
sity to re-offend, if they had
engaged in misconduct before.

These officers, wrote the
study’s authors, “are more likely
... to be fired from their next job
or to receive a complaint for a
‘moral character violation.””

The Newark model

The Obama administration’s
Task Force on 21st Century Polic-
ing recommended the creation of
a national database to identify
officers whose law enforcement
licenses were revoked due to mis-
conduct. The database that cur-
rently exists, the National Decer-
tification Index, is limited, given
state level variation in reporting
requirements and decertification
processes.

Analysts agree that this is a
useful step, but it does not
address underlying organizational
and institutional sources of vio-
lence, discrimination and miscon-
duct.

For example, in the aftermath
of the police shooting of Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, the
Department of Justice found that
the department had a lengthy his-
tory of excessive force, unconsti-
tutional stop and searches, racial
discrimination and racial bias.

The report noted that the use
of force was often punitive and
retaliatory and that “the over-
whelming majority of force —
almost 90% — is used against
African Americans.”

One promising solution might
be the creation of independent
civilian review boards that are
able to conduct their own investi-
gations and impose disciplinary
measures.

In Newark, New Jersey, the
board can issue subpoenas, hold
hearings and investigate miscon-
duct.

Research at the national level
suggests that jurisdictions with
citizen review boards uphold
more excessive force complaints
than jurisdictions that rely on
internal mechanisms.

But historically, the work of
civilian review boards has been
undercut by limitations on
resources and authority. Promis-
ing models, including the one in
Newark, are frequently the target
of lawsuits and harassment by
police unions, who say that such
boards undermine the police
department’s internal disciplinary
procedures.

In the case of civilian review
board in the Newark, the board
largely prevailed in the aftermath
of the police union lawsuit. The
court ruling restored the board’s
ability to investigate police mis-
conduct — but it made the board’s
disciplinary recommendations
nonbinding.

Legal Atfairs

The magic to making Zoom calls effective

from MSU Today

John Hollenbeck is the Eli Broad Professor
in the Department of Management in the
Broad College of Business. This is repur-
posed content from the Broad College of
Business.

As workplaces across the country have
gone virtual, people are feeling the strain of
wading through endless video meetings and
email chains. Maybe the connection is glitchy,
your colleague doesn’t understand the power
of the mute button or you’re caught in a “reply
all” rabbit hole. But even when the tech and
etiquette are operating perfectly, there’s a
much more fundamental problem at play:
Humans simply weren’t designed for a 15-per-
son Zoom meeting.

There’s a basic tenet among those of us
who study management that big teams are bad
teams. Effective communication and coordina-
tion begin to break down in groups larger than
five. This has always been true. It’s simply
more obvious in the virtual world because the
non-verbal cues that help us slide by in large
face-to-face meetings have been snatched
away.

You can make your organization’s virtual
communication less painful by understanding
and working within our human cognitive lim-
its. This requires being disciplined about who
is included in every meeting and team, imple-
menting clear leadership roles and having
explicit guidelines for how communication
should operate in the virtual world.

Why five is the magic number

After conducting a series of experiments
with different size teams, social psychologist J.
Richard Hackman identified 4.6 as the optimal
size for a well-functioning team. (He allowed
that this number can increase slightly if the
people involved have a great deal of experi-
ence working together.)

The enemy of large teams is the number of
communication links that have to be managed.
As team size grows linearly, the links among
team members grow exponentially. A five-per-
son team has to manage 10 links, while a 10-
person team has to manage 45. And a 15-per-
son team? Forget about it: 105 links.

Thus, a growing team quickly bumps
against the limits of our human capacity for
communication. We simply didn’t evolve to be
able to effectively communicate with 10 or 20
people at one time.

The power of multi-team systems

Does this mean we can never have a busi-
ness unit bigger than five or an organization
larger than 150? Of course not. It’s not the
absolute size of a group that matters, it’s about
how we organize individuals and the commu-
nication links among them.

For instance, if you have a 25-person engi-
neering team, you can split them into pods of
five. Communication across pods happens
among the five leaders of each pod, who then
share relevant information back with their

Every virtual meeting
should have a clear
agenda and norms
for how communica-
tion will rotate. With-
out non-verbal cues,
it’s much harder for
people to know

when to step in and
talk.

respective groups. This structure creates just
10 communication links within each of the
sub-teams and roughly 15 links for members
of the leadership team to manage, compared to
300 links in a 25-person team!

This structure is called a multi-team sys-
tem, and it’s been very successful across a
wide range of organization types. Much of my
research on teamwork and multi-team systems
has been funded by the Department of Defense
and the National Science Foundation. Even
though military operations and large collabo-
rative science efforts are very different tasks,
the multi-team system structure works well in
both contexts. It allows for a super-team with
large size and scope and thus, extensive exper-
tise, while at the same time limiting the num-
ber of communication links that have to be
managed.

In his book “Teams of Teams,” General
Stanley McChrystal, the former leader of U.S.
forces in Afghanistan, describes how multi-
team systems have been employed in counter-
terrorism efforts. For example, the hunt for
Osama bin Laden initially involved several
giant elephants — including the CIA, the FBI,
the State Department and multiple branches of
the military — all trying to catch a mouse by
blanketing the mountains of Afghanistan with
bombs. Success only came when the military
created a nimble multi-team system, drawing
members and expertise from many of these
organizations but operating outside their nor-
mal hierarchies. Ultimately, bin Laden was
killed by a small team of Navy Seals in a well-
planned raid that lasted less than an hour.

Escape video-call misery
As the military discovered, multi-team sys-

tems are project-based and can be layered on
top of existing hierarchies. You don’t have to
completely reimagine your organizational
structure, especially in a chaotic moment like
the one we are currently facing. You can reap
many of the benefits of multi-team systems
right now by creating clear structures and
rules for communication when working
remotely.

The most important rule is to never have a
meeting with more than five people. The rea-
sons will be obvious to anyone who’s ever
tried to awkwardly figure out whose turn it is
to speak during a large videoconference, but it
also holds true for face-to-face meetings.
Sticking to the five-person limit can feel hard,
but it forces you to think carefully about how
your team members interact and who actually
needs to be in a particular meeting.

This doesn’t mean you can’t host a virtual
gathering of more than five people. There may
be times leaders need to communicate infor-
mation to a large number of people at once
through a one-way broadcast, or a small group
of leaders engaged in a discussion may want
their team members watching over their virtual
shoulders with the mute button on.

Every virtual meeting should have a clear
agenda and norms for how communication
will rotate. Without non-verbal cues, it’s much
harder for people to know when to step in and
talk. Leadership roles should be clear, includ-
ing the formal leader, aka the boss, a technolo-
gy leader managing meeting logistics and the
information leader who is sharing information
on a given topic (this position often rotates
over the course of a meeting).

These guidelines don’t just apply to virtual
meetings. We’ve all been caught in a nightmar-
ish reply-all email thread or cc’ed on a com-
munication that was barely relevant. You can
avoid wasting people’s time by establishing
clear norms and expectations about who
should be looped into various conversations
and who is expected to pass along essential
information to those who are not part of a dis-
cussion.

Learning from exceptional circumstances

We’re still adapting to a massive disruption
in our normal professional lives, and it’s no
surprise that our virtual communication is a
work in progress, especially given that our
face-to-face communications could stand to
improve too. But it may help to know that
there’s a reason your 15-person Zoom meeting
feels like such a slog — we just weren’t wired
to communicate that way.

The good news is that you can implement
simple solutions that don’t require new tech-
nology or a shake-up of your entire org chart.

We might even find the stresses of virtual
communication offer an opportunity that
forces us to be more thoughtful about how
we’re communicating in general. Hopefully,
there are some lessons and systems we can
carry forward into our normal operations,
since this is how we should have been doing
things all along.

Federal assistance may prolong bankruptcy filings
Some lawyers predict increase in filings by end of the year

BY MAURA MAZUROWSKI
BridgeTower Media Newswires

RICHMOND, VA — With
businesses closed, employees fur-
loughed and sales plummeting,
there will almost certainly be an
increase in bankruptcy filings as a
result of the pandemic. But with
the recent outpouring of federal
financial support, attorneys say the
uptick in “COVID-caused” bank-
ruptcy cases won’t be seen for
months to come.

“At some point, we’re going to
see a big increase in filings as peo-
ple start looking at their realities
and as the creditors start to get a
little feisty,” said Richmond attor-
ney Ellen Ray. “My prediction is
that we'll see a rise by the end of
the year.”

The first wave of financial sup-
port from the federal government
came when the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security Act
— or CARES Act — took effect on
March 29. The $2.2 trillion stimu-
lus package was designed to miti-
gate the widespread economic
effects the novel coronavirus has
had on America since nonessential
businesses began shutting down in
early March.

And it worked. Though unem-
ployment rates have continued to
climb, bankruptcy filings
decreased in April by 46% nation-
wide, according to the American
Bankruptcy Institute.

ABI executive director Amy
Quackenboss credits this halt in
bankruptcy filings to financial fed-
eral aid.

“The extraordinary measures
taken by Congress and the Admin-

istration to assist individuals and
businesses weather the initial eco-
nomic shock caused by the pan-
demic have likely staved off bank-
ruptey filings to date,” Quacken-
boss said in a statement.

Ray said she noticed an imme-
diate decrease in new clients after
Gov. Ralph Northam closed down
nonessential businesses on March
23.

Abingdon attorney Bob
Copeland noticed the dropoff even
earlier when the Supreme Court of
Virginia ordered all courts to close
on March 15.

“With court closures, creditors
weren’t able to sue or get garnish-
ments... So a lot of the creditor
pressure put on individuals
stopped,” Copeland said.

Alexandria attorney Andrea
Davidson, who focuses on credi-
tor’s rights, agreed. She said that
banks are more preoccupied with
assisting individuals and small
businesses navigate loans stem-
ming from the CARES Act — such
as the Payment Protection Plan, a
loan designed to provide a direct
incentive for small businesses to
keep their workers on the payroll —
than work with creditors at this
time.

“I think that banks specifically,
and probably other creditors, are
not doing a ton of enforcement
right now,” Davidson said. “That
will probably change once things
level out a bit, but right now I
would say that there’s not a ton of
credit enforcement going on.”

“Frankly I think the biggest rea-
son for that is the collection
process has come to a halt, and
when that happens people don’t

Bankruptcy
filings
decreased in
April by 46%
nationwide.

feel as anxious,” Ray added.

According to the Virginia
Employment Commission, as of
May 14 nearly 400,000 Virginians
were unemployed.

Though such a significant
unemployment spike would typi-
cally lead to more bankruptcy
cases, Copeland said that the extra
$600 in weekly unemployment
benefits provided by the coron-
avirus stimulus package eased
financial pressures for individuals
who may otherwise have consid-
ered filing bankruptcy.

“Depending on the nature of the
employment, because of the
increased unemployment wages....
Some folks are actually making
more and doing better than they
were before,” Copeland said.

The enhancement for unem-
ployed workers ends on July 31; in
some states, it cuts off a week ear-
lier. According to Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, the next
round of financial relief for Ameri-
cans likely will not extend the ben-
efit.

Davidson said that this cutoff
will likely be the first push for

businesses and individuals consid-
ering a bankruptcy case.

“Things like medical bills are
going to be up... Not all fur-
loughed workers are going to be
brought back,” Davidson said. “I
don’t know how fast a debtors
counsel can work to get some of
these bankruptcies filed, but I
would anticipate that over the next
six months we’ll start to see an
increase.”

Copeland said his firm is fully
expecting a spike in bankruptcy
filings by the end of the year — so
much so that they’re looking to
bring on another attorney to handle
the anticipated increased workload.

“We’re getting a lot of phone
calls asking about what one would
have to do to file,” Copeland said.
“By the end of July, I think you'll
see some significant creditor pres-
sure begin to build.”

Ray anticipates that the “major
uptick” in bankruptcy filings is
still two years out. She added that
recent closures of major retailers —
including J. Crew and JCPenney,
which filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy on May 4 and May 15,
respectively — may lead the public
to believe that an increase in
COVID-related bankruptcy filings
already has begun.

However, Ray said these larger
businesses were already on the
“brink of bankruptcy” prior to the
COVID-19 outbreak. The recent
economic collapse was simply
their last straw.

“Despite what you hear in the
media, people don’t run into bank-
ruptcy as their first go to,” Ray
said. “It will take them a year or
two before making that decision.”
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Cameo
appearances:
Law firm enlists
celebs to boost
staff morale

By JESSICA SHUMAKER
BridgeTower Media Newswires

ST. LOUIS, MO — Like
many workplaces, Brown &
Crouppen has turned to Zoom
meetings to keep employees
connected with each other and
firm leadership while working
from home during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Less common, however, is
the way the firm has begun
wrapping up those meetings
— with encouraging messages
recorded by celebrities such as
actors Jon Lovitz and Lena
Headey, who played Cersei
Lannister on the HBO series
“Game of Thrones.”

With approximately 250 of
the St. Louis-based firm’s
employees working from home
since the week of March 16,
Managing Partner Ed Herman
said the firm started that week
to hold weekly Zoom meetings
to help keep everyone connect-
ed. At the end of each meeting,
firm employees see a new
video message obtained
through the website Cameo,
which offers a wide range of
actors, comedians, sports fig-
ures and others who can be
hired to provide personalized
messages.

Herman, who was familiar
with Cameo, pitched the idea.

“] had used Cameo to do
some birthday wishes for some
of my friends, so I suggested
maybe we should end the
meeting with a Cameo,” he
said. “It could be a surprise,
just a nice way to end that
meeting.”

St. Louis native Cedric the
Entertainer was the first to
provide a message to the firm
on March 19. In his Cameo, he
advised the firm’s employees
to “be very careful and very
aware during this weird time”
— and to wash their hands.

“Take care of yourselves.
We’ll get through this togeth-
er,” he said. “St. Louis is
resilient, that’s who we are.”

The video was an immedi-
ate success: “It got such a
huge reaction,” Herman said.

Cedric the Entertainer has
been followed by Lovitz;
Headey; singer Carnie Wilson
of the band Wilson Phillips;
St. Louis Cardinals player and
Major League Baseball Hall of
Famer Ozzie Smith; and actors
Gary Busey, James Van Der
Beek, Debra Messing and
David Hasselhoff.

“Entertainers right now
aren’t able to do their jobs,
either, so a lot more people
have made themselves avail-
able,” on the site, Herman
said.

Herman said his favorite
was Lovitz, who extolled the
benefits of working from
home, including not having to
fight traffic and not having to
dress up.

“I want to wish you all good
luck because, you know, at least
you all can still work. What am
I going to do, tell jokes in a
bathroom on Cameo?” Lovitz
joked in his video.

The messages have provid-
ed some much-needed levity
for employees.

“It’s a morale boost,” Her-
man said. “Everyone’s working
really hard, and they’re doing
the best they can to have some
normalcy . . . something we
can all have a laugh about
together makes up a little bit
for the fact that we’re not
going to see each other on a
daily basis.”

The firm is tight-knit, Her-
man said, and the videos pro-
vide an opportunity to foster
that closeness while employees
are isolating at home.

“It was just a way to extend
that feeling of family,” he said.

Herman said his only prob-
lem now is who to pick going
forward.

“Now I have to figure out
each week who I am going to
get,” he said.



